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New Timetable 

  From To 

Term 1 Tuesday 2 September 2019 * Friday 18 October 2019 

Monday 21 October 2019 Friday 25 October 2019 

Holiday  
Development Day - 2 September 2019 - Staff only 

3 September 2019 - Year 7 and Year 12 only 

4 September 2019 - all students return 

Term 2 Monday 28 October 2019 Wednesday 18 December 2019 

Holiday 

Thursday 19 December 2019 Friday 3 January 2020 

Development Day - 28 October 2019  

Bank Holidays = 25 and 26 December 2019; 1 January 2020 

Term 3 Monday 6 January 2020 Friday 14 February 2020 

Holiday Monday 17 February 2020 Friday 21 February 2020 

Term 4 Monday 24 February 2020 Friday 3 April 2020 

Holiday 
Monday 6 April 2020 Friday 17 April 2020 

Bank Holidays = 10 and 13 April 2020 

Term 5 Monday 20 April 2020 Friday 22 May 2020 

Holiday 
Monday 25 May 2020 Friday 29 May 2020 

Bank Holidays = 8 and 25 May 2020 

Term 6 Monday 1 June 2020 Friday 17 July 2020 

Holiday 

Monday 20 July 2020 (TBA) 

Development Days - 20, 21 and 22 July 2020 

Bank Holiday = 31 August 2020 

Other Events 
 Thorpe Park Trip – Thursday 12 September 2019 

 Sixth Form Open Evening – Wednesday 21 November 2019 

 DFAMAT Christmas Carol Service – 11 December 2019 

Activity Monday - Friday 

  Lesson Start Lesson End 

Am Registration 8.45am 9.00am 

Period 1 9.00am 10.00am 

Period 2 10.00am 11.00am 

Break 11.00am 11.20am 

Period 3 11.20am 12.20am 

Period 4 12.20pm 13.20pm 

Lunch 13.20pm 14.00pm 

Period 5 & pm registration 14.00pm 15.05pm 

Extra-Curricular 15.05pm 16.05pm 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 2019 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
It has been another excellent year at Astor, and this end-of-year Link provides 
information on just a few of the many highlights.  I am proud to lead such a 
fantastic school, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the 
support you have given both to your child and to the school over the past 12 
months.  I would also like to thank the many parents who have come to see me. 
To have a good understanding of our parent body is very important to enable the 
school to meet the needs and aspirations of our families and students. 
 
We have introduced many new initiatives this year, including a new school uniform, establishing a 
new merit system, running new extra-curricular activities and developing the school environment.  
We have also been successful in our bids to the Department for Education and Sport England to 
improve the roof of the main building and interior of the sports hall.  This will bring about an 
improvement to the fabric and learning environment in these buildings. 
 
I am delighted with the way our students have worn their new school uniform with confidence and 
respect this year.  I have had many positive comments from the community who feel that this has 
“lifted” our students and given them a greater sense of pride.  They have been a credit to you and 
our school.  Our uniform allows students to feel part of the school and have a sense of belonging.  We 
will continue to be very vigilant about ensuring our students wear their uniform correctly and on 
the website is a copy of the school’s dress code to help you when buying school wear over the 
summer. 
 
The past academic year has been a very good year academically, and I look forward to celebrating 
with Year 11 and the Sixth Form on their respective result days.  On many occasions throughout the 
year, our students have enjoyed the opportunities that have been offered to them.  They have 
excelled in so many fields it is impossible to list them all.  The many values that have been on display 
throughout the year have particularly come to the fore as we end the term – resilience when 
tackling a particularly tricky problem whether it is in class or a problem between friends; courage in 
coping with changes; love and honesty towards all members of the school community; appreciation 
and happiness for each other and all the opportunities they are given within the school – which all 
strengthen their character and their ability to make the most of every aspect of school life.  I have 
attended many celebration events and have listened in awe as their achievements have been 
described.  These achievements have been in their academic studies, sport, music, dance, drama and 
the arts to name just a few and we are justly proud of them. 
 
We also had our monitoring visit from Ofsted, which resulted in a fabulous report highlighting the 
many developments and improvements we have put in place since our last full inspection.  The new 
academic year will see our next full inspection, possibly during term 2, and I know that we are 
looking forward to demonstrating through the new framework all that we offer and the positive 
affect this is having in all areas of the college. 
 
Over the summer break, I will be working with colleagues to put into place a smooth opening to the 
new academic year and setting the priorities to build upon the successes of the school so that we can 
improve still further.  We should always seek to do better; to challenge ourselves and our students 
to set the highest standards and achieve our ambitious goals. 



We have been running a cashless and paperless school for 
some time now and use ParentMail as our main 
communication tool for parents.  This can be managed via 
an app on your phone or via the internet. 
 
We have already sent registration texts to parents and many are already enjoying the benefits of 
instant communications.  If you have not already done so, please download the ParentMail app from 
your App Store/Google Apps as this makes life even easier. 
 
ParentMail will also provide the following benefits during your child’s time at Astor College: 
 
• You can book Parents’ Evening appointments at a time to suit you. 
• You will receive instant messages providing you with important updates and information about 

events and closures. 
• You will receive emails from your child’s subject teachers, Directors of Year, the Principal and the 

College Office. 
• You can report absences. 
• You can complete consent forms quickly and easily. 
• You can pay for any trips, revision guides and other items. 
 
We have received a very positive response from our parents who started using this in 2016 and 
parents are able to keep up to date with all aspects of College life  
 
If you are not yet registered please contact us on 01304 201151 option 4 and we will check your 
details and help complete this. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all staff for their hard work this year.  It has been a 
year of changes and they have embraced this with goodwill and continued to provide the best 
education for the students of Astor.  To the staff who are leaving for a promotion or relocation, we 
thank you for your contribution to life at Astor and wish you well for the future. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish all students who are leaving us at the end of this academic year all the 
very best on their journey.  I know that they have all built strong foundations here at Astor and 
know that they will go on to achieve great things in the future. 
 
I would like to remind parents and carers that this term ends on Tuesday 23 July at 12.30pm.  School 
reopens on Tuesday 3rd September to Year 7 and 12 students only at 8.45am.  On Wednesday 
4 September, school will be open to all year groups and students are expected to be in school by 
8.45am. 
 
The new timings for the school day from September 2019 have now been ratified and the students 
informed.  As a reminder, the new timings are included on the inside front cover of this Link. 
 
I wish you all the very best for the summer break and look forward to welcoming you all back, 
refreshed, for what will be an exciting, new academic year. 
Have a wonderful summer holiday and we look forward to seeing you all again in September! 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Mr L Kane 
Principal 



Maths Challenge Day 
 
Seven of our finest Year 11 mathematicians took time out of their weekend on Saturday 4 May 2019 
to attend the University of Kent for a Year 11 Maths 
Challenge Day organised by the Advanced 
Mathematics Support Program (AMSP). 
 
Whilst there, they were informed as to "Why they 
should study Maths", discovered that Maths is the 
most popular A level taken nationally and the sorts of 
careers that use Maths.  A few careers mentioned 
were Economics, Meteorology, Power Cable Design, 
Accountancy and Laboratory Scientists.  

 
The rest of day 
contained 
workshops on trigonometry, quadratics and turning points, 
surds and indices and problem solving.  
 
Our young mathematicians found their day valuable gaining 
more memory points even during the course of this week 
whilst doing their revision in lesson they have made reference 
to "we did this on Saturday!" so clearly the trip was 
memorable and worthwhile.  

 
Thank you to Mr Fotheringham who also gave up his time to transport the students to and from 
Astor College.  

SPLIT PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION 
 
Astor College has a long-standing tradition of working with 
a school in Split, Croatia to put together a photographic 
exhibition.  
 
This cultural exchange involves both schools working 
independently to an agreed theme, this year the theme was 
‘New Horizons’.  Photographic work was selected to be 
exhibited at the exhibition in Split – hosted at the Galerija 
Dioklecijan Gallery. 
 
Congratulations to our students who were selected to exhibit their work: 
Abby Gregory – GARE DU NORD, PARIS, Aidan Hare – BLUE HORIZON, Anna Sirona- FLIGHT OF 
FANCY, Zachary Herring- POINT OF EXIT, Afaya Glanville – NEW DAY FROST, Amy Scotchbrook – 
ALL CHANGE, Sonny Brady – DYMCHURCH, Aidan Hare – PAST TO PRESENT, Charley Britnell- 
WILD COLD, Chloe Sacoman – JOIE DE VIVRE, Freya Mason – LAST LIGHT, Brandon Murphy- 
BEYOND HORIZON, Chelsea Denny – FORGOTTON, NOW GONE, Louise Belsey – NEW HEIGHTS, 
Anya Krasniqi-Pearson – NEAREST STAR, Chelsea Denny- CAPTURED FOREVER, Destiny Carroll – 
DESTINY, Katharina Stabel- I CAN SEE FOR MILES, Lily Lauterbach – MONUMENT, Scott Jaconelli -
INTO LIGHTER AIR, Georgia Brown – VANISHING POINT, Lily Lauterbach – DEATH VALLEY, 
Raby Chkail- THE OLD TOWN, Freya Mason – TO THE OTHER SIDE, Laydon Otto – NEW SEASONS, 
Louise Belsey – WINTER SHADOW, Sonny Brady- SAND, SEA AND SOUL, Sidonie Sausset – 
REGENERATION, Seb Hammond- RUNNING PARALLEL 



South East Kent Athletics 

On Thursday 9 May, Astor took a boys and girls junior and intermediate athletics team to the South East 
Kent Athletics Competition at the Duke of York Royal Military School.  All athletes performed very well 
on what was quite a cold wet day, with some athletes beating personal bests and achieving college 
bronze silver and gold standards.  Well done to some of the junior boys who won their events.  
Danny Goddard for winning the 100m with a time of 12.45s and the 200m where he achieved the Astor 
College 200m record with a time of 25.09s.  Fin Pollard on winning the Javelin with a distance of 
31.08m and Charlie Morrall on winning the triple jump with a distance of 9.92m.  The teams are now 
preparing for the Powell Trophy on Friday 7 June. 
 

Sir roger manwood’s ATHLETICS 

On Wednesday 15 May, Astor entered Year 7 and 8 boys’ and girls’ teams into the SRM athletics 
competition.  The Year 8 boys team and Year 7 girls team came third with some good performances from 
all competitors.  A special mention to Draven Arnold for winning high jump with a height of 1.30m and 
Kaci Banham for also winning high jump with a height of 1.10m. 
 

Super 8 Athletics 

On the Tuesday 21 May, we took a team of eight boys and 8 girls to Sir Roger Manwoods school to 
compete in the Super 8s Athletics Competition.  The Year 7 girls’ team performed superbly, coming 3rd 
out of 7 teams, beating STS, Goodwin, DCCA, and even DGSG, beaten only by Sir Roger Manwoods and 
Duke of York’s.  Had it not been for a dropped baton in the relay at the end, Astor would have finished 
2nd above DOY. 
 

Here are some of the outstanding individual performances below, with an extra special mention going to 
Kaci  Banham, who overall was the 5th best female athlete on the day out of 56 and Suzie Conway who 
overall was the 8th best female athlete on the day out of 56.  
 
Hurdles 

 
200m 

 
800m  

 
Shot 

 
Long jump 

 
High jump  

 

Kaci Banham 4th out of 14 

Jess Waller 
Annabel Walker 

2nd out of 14 
5th out of 14 

Enola Harris 

Helena Fuchey 

3rd out of 14 

5th out of 14 

Suzie Conway 

Sophia Skinner 

1st out of 14 

3rd out of 14 

Emily Hogben 

Annabel Walker 

Aleks Gerasinenko 

2nd out of 14 

1st out of 14 

2nd out of 14 

Kaci Banham 

Helena Fuchey 

Joint 2nd out of 14 

Joint 2nd out of 14 

Channel Uniforms will be in Astor College on Monday 12 August 2019, from 10am 

to 2pm in the Castle Block to enable you to purchase the necessary uniform 

Don’t forget - the trousers and skirts are embroidered with the college logo. 



Our PTFA is very new, having only been established early in 2018 and has been 
set up to help organise and support the fundraising events of the school. We have 
already run a quiz for the teachers, a boot fair and a Christmas Craft Fair and have 
lots more events planned so it’s an exciting time to get involved and help your 
child’s school.  Each college department can bid for funds raised to buy those 
‘extras’ the budget won’t stretch to. 
 
At the moment, the PTFA is run by a very small committee of volunteers.  Moving 
forward, we would like to register with the Charity Commission and vote in five 
or six trustees who look after the finances and admin.  Being a registered charity 

is hugely beneficial and will enable us to apply for grants, but we do need more volunteers.  You 
don’t have to be on the committee or attend meetings to help the PTFA, any time you can give would 
be hugely appreciated. 
 
So, if you’d like to help out with PTFA fundraising in any way, want to join the committee the next 
time there’s a vacancy, or just want to be kept up-to-date about what’s going on, please complete the  
form on Astor College’s website, on the News &Events/PTFA tab, and hand it in at the college office.  
We’re keen to get as many people as possible along to the meetings, so it would also be good to find 
out what days/times of day are most popular. 
 
Alternatively, if you’d just like to know a 
little more about future fundraising events 
and what sort of help the PTFA need, please 
check our page on the college website 
regularly and follow us on facebook.com/
astorcollegeptfa 
 
Departments are able to bid for funds and 
the committee then decides how to share the 
money.  The total distributed so far from 
funds raised is £1389.  as follows: 
  
Library £235, English £499, Drama £285, 
Sociology £120, History £50, Maths £50, 
Psychology £50,  SEN  £50, Art  £50  

On Thursday 28 March, the Year 9 rugby team, consisting of 16 students, 
travelled to Sandwich to compete in the first of a series of South East 
Kent tournaments.  
 
Although the games were tough, the team managed to win both games 
against Sandwich Technology School and Dover Christ Church Academy.  
This is just another example of commitment and dedication to extra-
curricular practices both at Astor and Dover Rugby Club. 
 
The Year 9 rugby team also played in the Paul Keohane Rugby Festival, 
which had six other schools entered to compete.  The team first beat 
Charles Dickens then Herne Bay High and then Sandwich, which got them through to the final where 
they played Herne Bay High again, and won!!  
 
Well done! 



 
The day was a huge success with over 120 Year 9 students and staff 
members taught CPR by Mrs Browne with the support of a local 
Paramedic.  The remainder of the school, during form time, 
discussed the importance of CPR and the use of AED's during an 
emergency situation.  Awareness was raised for the location of AED's 
in the local area as well.  Early indications from the Resuscitation 
Council that there were over 200,000 potential lifesavers trained 
nationally and we are so proud to have been part of this initiative 
here at Astor College.   

On Monday 11 February, we went to Sir Roger Manwood’s 
Grammar School to play in the Under-15 district basketball 
championship.  After two hours of basketball with some tough 
games, Astor beat all teams including Sandwich Technology School, 
Dover Boys Grammar School, Goodwin Academy and Sir Roger 
Manwood’s to win the championship.  This was down to the 
dedication of the players who have been to all lunchtime practices 
for the last three years. 



Science and Technology Challenge Day 
 

On 6, June, twelve Year 9 students went on a trip to the Science and Technology Challenge day at the 

University of Greenwich.   

 

When they arrived at the university campus, the students 

were split into pairs.  Each pair of students then joined up with 

other pairs of students from other schools to form a team.  

Each team took part in three out of the four different activities. 

 

One of the activities was using the Police identification 

software E-FIT.  The students could modify just about any 

feature of the face.  

 

The second activity involved the students being given 

information about two patients and they had to work out what 

they were suffering from. This involved a teacher dressing up as an old person and talking nonsense. 

 

The third activity required the students to programme 

a Lego robot to carry out several different tasks. The 

Astor students did well at this as they had already 

practiced this at school. In fact, two of the Astor pupils 

actually won a prize for their efforts on this. 

 

The final challenge was building a vehicle powered by 

an electric motor. They had different sized wheels, 

rods, connectors and elastic bands to use. 

 

The students found the day to be both fun and 

interesting. It gave them the chance to work in a 

university environment and with students from other 

schools improving their team working skills. 

Super Swimmer 
 
Tyler Smith in Year 8, swam in the open water championship in London at 
the end of June.  He is now the 2nd in Kent in his age group.  
 
Then, on 13 July, Tyler swam in the SE regional open water championship 
in Chichester.  He took an amazing 7 minutes off his time and is 14th in his 
age group in the SE region.  An amazing achievement. 
 

He also went on to swim at the club championship on 14 July.  He swam 100m breaststroke, 
50m freestyle, 50m butterfly, 100m butterfly and 200m IM.  He got PB in most of his events. 
 
We are super proud of him as he just got on with it even though he was exhausted from his open 
water swim.  He did not complain or pull out of any races.  





Mini Big Bang Science Fair  
 
On 1 March 2019, fifteen Year 9 students attended the 
Mini Big Bang Science Fair at Discovery Park near 
Sandwich.  
 
When they arrived at the old Pfizer site, the students 
spent the first hour looking around different science 
technology and engineering stalls that different 
companies were hosting.  There were people from the 
Army, NHS, EDF, Costain, different universities and many 
others.  The students found it interesting and gave them 
ideas for future careers. They also managed to eat lots of 
marshmallows! 

 
Next the Astor students carried out some forensic 
science studies including fingerprinting.  Everybody was 
engaged with the task and answered the questions 
excellently.  
 
Then there was a science show about different elements.  
It was both informative and entertaining with the show 
going out on a bang.  Our students were keen to answer 
questions during the show and on occasions were the 
only students who had their hands up! 
 
After the event all the students said they found it 
interesting and helpful.  

The following students submitted photographs for the 

River Gardeners’ association Summer Show: 

 

A close up of a wild flower category 

Afaya Glanville received best in show and first prize in 

this category for her beautiful photograph of a teasel.  

Trinity Grant received Second Prize  

Destiny Carroll- received third prize  

The following students received Highly commended: 

Mathew Willoughby, Jack Methven, Paige Davies, 

Katia Back, Sonny Brady 

  

Landscape with a Tree category 

Laydon Otto received first prize for his stunning 

autumnal landscape. 

Afaya Glanville received second prize  

The following students received Highly 

commended: 

Destiny Carroll, Sonny Brady, Brandon Lewis, 

Louise Belsey, Mathew Willoughby, Paige Davies, 

Trinity Grant  





Always double check friend requests: Don’t just 

automatically click “accept” for new requests.  Take a 

few moments to look over the profile and verify that 

account is a real person, not a scam.  Scan your list of 

current Friends to see if any show up twice (the 

newer account is going to be the scam one). 

 
 
 

Food for Life Served Here: We’ve been awarded!  
 
We’re excited to let you know that our school lunches are award winning!  Our caterer, 
Independent Catering, have been awarded the Silver Food for Life Served Here Award by the 
Soil Association.  This award, from the UK’s leading food and farming charity and certification 
body, recognises their dedication to providing students with lunches that reach, and go beyond, 
the national School Food Standards.  In short, sugary snacks and unhealthy food is out and fresh 
fruit and vegetables are in.  
 
In addition to serving freshly prepared, healthy meals that will help your children reach their 
five portions of fruit and veg a day, we’re also committed to using honest, local produce.  This 
means that meat served can be traced back to the farm and meets or exceeds UK animal welfare 
standards.  Many of the vegetables used have been sourced locally which reduces the 
environmental impact of your children’s lunches.  What’s more, all ingredients used in meals are 
free from additives, artificial trans fats and GMOs, and most of the food is freshly prepared by 
trained chefs.  Avoiding processed foods mean that our chef knows exactly what’s going in to 
the food they are preparing, and it will also ensure that children can connect the food they are 
eating to where it came from.  In addition, the award recognises that menus are inclusive of 
cultural needs and dietary requirements, so every child is catered for on our lunch menus.  
 
Now you know how good the food is why not give it a try! 
 
If you’re as proud as we are that our pupils are fueled by fresh, 
healthy and honest food, we’d love it if you could help us spread 
the word.  Connect with Food for Life Served Here on Twitter 
@SAFoodforLife or Facebook www.facebook.com/SAfoodforlife . 
 
If you’d like to find out more about Food for Life Served Here and 
what this means for your child’s school lunches, please visit 
foodforlife.org.uk/servedhere. 

A massive well done to all students who were 
involved in one of our exciting transition days 
which included SNAP days, Induction Day and 
VIP day.  We are looking forward to our new 
Year 7’s joining the Astor Family in September.  

A huge well done to everyone who performed in 
the Primary Dance Show this year, 
Mrs  Chamberlain and Mrs Lodder are 
exceptionally proud of what the students 
achieved. 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fhips.hearstapps.com%2Fghk.h-cdn.co%2Fassets%2F17%2F17%2F1493308407-safetyalertfacebookfriendscam.jpg%3Ffill%3D320%3A159%26resize%3D480%3A*&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.goodhousekeeping.com%2Flife%2Fnews


On Thursday 7 February some of our Year 9, 10 and 11 students participated in the UMKT Intermediate 
Mathematical Challenge.  
 
The mathematical challenges aim to stimulate mathematical problem solving.  
 
Here is an example of the type of questions asked: 

 
 
I am proud to announce that the students listed below achieved the following certificates: 
 
Best in School: 
Darcie Cooper (11RC) and Logan Turk (9AF) 
 
Best in their Year: 
Darcie Cooper (11RC)  Jake Clubb (10SF) and Logan Turk (9AF) 
 
Silver Certificate: 
Darcie Cooper (11RC) and Logan Turk (9AF) 
 
Bronze Certificate: 
Ella Butler (9SS), Billie-Jo Casson (9AF), Tyne Brock-Carey (9SS), Jake Clubb (10SF), 
Sophie Hentschel (10JB), Harry Taylor (10SF), Joshua Caso (11MR), Emma Scrivens-Waghorn (11MM) 



 

Astor College’s 2019 

Senior Production 

Thursday 5 December to  

Saturday 7 December 

2019 

NEW ASTOR COLLEGE LIBRARY 
 
We are excited to share the proposed plans for our new library here at Astor.   
 
Our library will have a brand new home along the English corridor in the Castle Block!  Room 11 is 
being transformed over the summer break with new seating, shelving and books.   
 
The plans show the layout of what the finished library will look like, with a jubilant design, 
comfortable seating and interactive components, we are sure that it will be a valuable space for all 
students to enjoy reading.   
 
The PTFA provided some funding, raised by their different events, and the remainder came from the 
DfE capital funding received in April 2019.  
 
We are looking forward to opening this in the new academic year. 



First Lego League Competition 
 
On 5 December 2018, the Astor College Lego Club went to the University of Kent in Canterbury.  
They took part in the Kent and Medway regional competition for the First Lego League.  This is a 
worldwide competition with thousands competing around the globe each year.  Each team can have 
a maximum of ten students taking part.  This year’s topic was on Space and the possible problems 
that can be encountered. 
 
The Astor College team consisted of seven Year 7s, one Year 8 and one Year 9. There were a total of 
fifteen teams this year on this day and more the previous day, so the competition was fierce. 
The competition involved programming and building a Lego robot, a presentation on how to 
overcome the problems that can be encountered in space, a task showing team work and lastly a 
technical interview about the design of the robot. 
 
The team did particularly well during their presentation despite someone forgetting to bring the 
memory stick with the PowerPoint on it (no names mentioned!).  They showed excellent resilience 
and teamwork again.  The team did not win a trophy, but they all received a medal at the end. 
 
The following day an email was sent to say how well Astor had done and how we were very close to 
winning the overall competition.  This was the best we had ever done.  The email is shown below: 
 

“Please do let the team know that whilst Astor College didn’t walk away with a haul of 
trophies, they were definitely very successful.  They absolutely ‘wowed’ the judges on the 
robot design tables, were the second most consistent team on the table challenge and had 
the third highest single round score on the day. 
 

Their project, despite “technical difficulties”, 
was still well received and their teamwork was 
noted throughout.  The team’s only downfall is, 
that on the day, there happened to be another 
team that may have excelled, and therefore won 
a specific category.  Astor College was also a 
strong favourite to win the Judges’ Award as we 
recognised the effort the team had put in, so 
each member should feel incredibly proud of 
their achievements. 
 
Hopefully they all enjoyed the day as I couldn’t 
have asked for a better coach and students to be 
part of the tournament.” 
 

 

The team building task involved half the 

team looking at a Lego design then telling 

the other half how to build it. The team 

worked well together displaying good 

teamwork. 



Some of you may be already be aware of the Dover Lotto that began on 2 March 2019. 
 
Local organisations and 
trusts were able to apply to 
the council to benefit from 
the good cause aspect they 
have developed. 
 
I am delighted to say that 
yesterday Dover District 
Council accepted the 
application from the Astor 
Charitable Trust. 
 
This is the publicity 
material and I would be 
grateful if you could share 
with friends, family and 
others so that we are able to 
grow the amount that we 
will receive from those who 
play the Lotto. 
 
The money we receive from 
this source will go to 
departments to support the 
extra-curricular events and 
activities that we offer to 
the students. 
 
Many thanks 
Mr L Kane 
Principal 

We have had very nice and funny Book Day in the learning 
Support on 7 March, as a new teacher from a cold Sweden 
visited us.   

Her name is Pippi Longstocking and she was reading with our 
students some interesting and funny stories from her life!!!  
We were lucky that we were sitting on the floor, because we 
may have fallen off our chairs we were laughing so much. 



A-LEVEL Photography Trip to Hastings 

Students explored Hastings to capture 

photographs for their Pattern and Form 

unit.  Students also visited the Jerwood 

Gallery to develop their artist research. 

The Old town and the costal landscape 

provided numerous opportunities for 

these keen photographers. 

Congratulations to former pupil, Michael Saunderson, for making it though to the top 
40 in the country for the  CVQO Westminster Award 2019.  Michael is still involved 

with Astor’s CCF. 





 

I would like to thank everyone for all 
their fantastic support with Clare House. 
This Charity was chosen by 11MM on 
behalf of one of the tutor group who had 
very special memories of her best friend 
who sadly passed away and spent the last 
few months being supported by all the 
wonderful staff at Clare House. 
 
From the bake sale to tag days and the 
fun walk we raised an amazing £1837.90. 
I am sure the money raised will go on 
supporting children and their families. 
 
Have a fantastic summer and enjoy! 
Many thanks once again 
 
Marian Moore and her fantastic 11MM 



This was collected by Mrs Fleming - it is all the loose 
change she picks up from the floor in the refectory 
after break and lunch. 

£45.22 was raised for the Alzheimer’s 
Society through the sale of cakes in the MRO.  

Leah, Maddison and Peter 
from 7DB held a cake sale 
which raised £57.50 for 
Red Nose Day. 

13SM Fund Raising 
 
13SM held some bake sales and , combined with the addition of two sixth form non-uniform days, 
they made a grand total of £287.05 
 
Half of this money went in to the kitty for the sixth form leavers 
events, with the other half being donated to ‘Medicins Sans 
Frontieres’ (Doctors without borders). 
 
If you would like to read up on any of the amazing work they do then you can visit www.msf.org.uk 
 
Well done 13SM 



ATTENDANCE AND SAFEGUARDING 

 
 

The College day is divided into two sessions 
(AM & PM) 

Morning Registration is at 8.50am / Afternoon 
Registration is at 2.10pm 

Punctuality is important, as lateness disrupts 
education! 

 

Please make sure your child arrives on time 
and develops this good habit for life. 

 

If you arrive late for any reason please go to the 
Attendance Office to register. 

If your child is unwell please inform the College each 
day he/she is absent before 9.30am.  To leave a message 

contact the absence line on Tel: 01304 200155 or 
download and use the ParentMail App.  

Please speak clearly leaving your child’s full name, 
Tutor Group and reason for absence. 

If for any reason we do not hear from you, the absence 
will be marked as unauthorised and we will telephone, 

text or complete a home visit to ensure your child is safe. 

ParentMail is our system for communicating 
with parents. 

ParentMail allows you to book Parents Evening 
slots, receive texts and letters via email from 

the College. 
ParentMail is a free app which you can 

download through your phone’s Apps Store. 

Government legislation does not allow schools to authorise 
leave during term time for the puropose of a holiday. 

Authorised leave of absence can only be given for exceptional 
circumstances such as a family funeral.   

Please see the following Penalty Notice legislation 
 

‘As from April 2005, Kent Local Authority (LA) introduced 
Penalty Notices for unauthorised absence from school of at least 

10 sessions (5 days) in a current term.’   A separate Penalty 
Notice can be issued to each parent and for each child. 

On receipt of the Notice, the penalty will be £120, reduced to £60 
if paid within 21 days.   Failure to pay the penalty in full at the 
end of the 28 day period may result in prosecution by the LA. 

 
The Local Authority will generally consider a Penalty Notice* if a 

student is absent for term-time holidays and there have been five 

unauthorised absences (10 sessions) in a 50 school day period (100 

sessions). 

 
 

eg doctor, dentist, orthodontist, 

physiotherapist 

Appointments should be made outside of 

college hours where possible.  If this is not 

possible, please try to arrange the appointment 

either at the beginning or end of the school day.  

This causes the least disruption to the student 

and class. 

An appointment letter or card, or other 

documentary evidence may be required 

If your child has a medical condition and/or needs to take 
medication whilst in College, please make sure this is handed 

in to College in the original box with their name on.  We 
cannot accept medication in College in envelopes, and parents 

will need to sign a consent.  
If you think your child needs a care plan, please telephone the 

College to discuss this. 

 
If you are having problems with your son or 

daughter’s behaviour or welfare we may be able to 
offer some assistance.  We are able to make 

referrals to external agencies for support via Early 
Help. 

If you would like any support or advice please 
contact your pastoral team.  If you are struggling 

to ensure your child attends College every day, 
please contact the attendance office on Tel: 200155. 

 

Attendance Days (Weeks) missed Lessons missed 

100% 0 days (0 weeks) 0 lessons 

95% 10 days (2 weeks) 50 lessons 

90% 20 days (4 weeks) 100 lessons 

85% 27 days (over 5 weeks) 125 lessons 

85% = 18 months lost learning  
during a school career! 



Privacy Notice  

 

How the DFAMAT uses Student and Student Related Information 

 

This page is a summary of the full document which can be viewed on the Astor College website - 

www.astor-college.co.uk 

 

This notice explains what personal data (information) we hold about you, how we collect, how we 

use and may share information about you.  We are required to give you this information under data 

protection law. 

 

Who are we? 

The Dover Federation for the Arts (DFAMAT) collects, uses and is responsible for certain personal 

information about you.  When we do so we are regulated under the General Data Protection 

Regulation which applies across the European Union (including in the United Kingdom) and we are 

responsible as ‘controller’ of that personal information for the purposes of those laws.  Our Data 

Protection Officer is SPS. 

 

The information which can be viewed in full on the website it: 

 

• The categories of student information we collect, hold and share. 

• Why we collect and use this information. 

• The lawful basis on which we use this information. 

• Storing student data. 

• Who we share student information with 

• Why we share student information 

• Our Students in Year 11 

• Data collection requirements 

• Youth support services - Students aged 13+  

• Students aged 16+  

• The National Pupil Database (NPD) 

• Your Rights 

 

We process this information under  

https://www.gov.uk/education/data-collection-and-censuses-for-schools 

 

Requesting access to your personal data 

Under data protection legislation, parents and students have the right to request access to 

information about them that we hold.  To make a request for your personal information, or be 

given access to your child’s educational record, contact: 

 

The Company Secretary 

Trust Company Offices 

Astor College, Astor Avenue 

Dover, Kent, CT170AS 

https://www.gov.uk/education/data-collection-and-censuses-for-schools


Many thanks to 

these companies 

for supporting our 

production of 

Our House 

The Dover Federation for the Arts Multi Academy Trust is a Charitable Company Limited by guarantee,  
registered in England and Wales, No: 8039629.  Company Offices, Astor Avenue, Dover, Kent, CT17 0AS. 

email: company.secretary@dfamat.com  


