
KEY STAGE 4 

PROSPECTUS 

ASTOR COLLEGE 

2019 

Erin Curtis 



Dear Year 9 Student 
 
During the next few weeks you, your parents and your teachers will be giving much thought to 
planning a course of study for your Years 10 and 11.  We want you to continue to enjoy your studies, 
broaden your experience, gain self-confidence and finish your Year 11 in the knowledge that you 
have done your very best and have achieved success.  We will do everything in our power to help 
you. 
 
The decisions that you will have to make are very important and you must make them independently 
from your friends.  It is also crucial that you make the right choices now because once you start 
Year 10 you cannot change your mind.  We will help you select the right courses to ensure you 
achieve the best GCSE grades possible in Year 11. 
 
We expect you to continue to work hard in all the subjects that you are now studying so that you give 
yourself the satisfaction of knowing that you have completed your first three years to the best of 
your ability and prepared yourself fully for the next stage in your continuing education.  This is going 
to be a very exciting time for you.  Good luck in your choices. 
 
Very best wishes! 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Mr L Kane 
Principal 



INTRODUCTION 
 

 
There are many crossroads in life and education is no exception.  Year 9 is 
such a crossroads and you will have to make many important choices 
about your studies for the next two years and, perhaps, beyond.  The 
programme of course choice starts now.  This booklet will provide 
information on how this programme works.  It contains sections which 
will help you understand how choices should be made and information on 
the courses available. 
 
Every student follows courses in English, Mathematics, Science, Spiritual, 
Moral, Social and Cultural Development (SMSC), Careers Education and 
Guidance and Physical Education.  Within the curriculum, students will 
also cover aspects of Work Related Learning.   
 

It is important that full attendance is maintained as far as possible during Years 10 and 11.  
The nature of examination courses, with work throughout the year, means that time missed 
through family holidays for instance, can affect progress and gradings.  A number of courses 
require students to sit controlled assessments and some external examinations throughout 
Years 10 and 11. 
 
Please note that due to government policy there are significant changes to the way that most subjects 
are assessed from September.  Details of the changes are mentioned in the subject information.  Most 
subjects now have all assessment at the end of Year 11. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE  PROGRAMME 
 

 
This has now started!  You have had careers information along with some advice on choices and how 
to make them, from your Director of Year and Personal Tutors – so what happens next? 

 

THIS WAY 



Year 9 Options Process 

Timeline 

Thursday 28 February 2019 

Options Evening 

White Cliffs Theatre 

There will be an introductory talk about Key Stage 4 Options followed by an opportunity 

for students and parents to talk to subject teachers. 

Week beginning Monday 4 February 2019 

Option Assemblies 

Directors of Department will be talking to students about 

courses available next academic year.  

Friday 8 March 2019 

Completion of all Option Forms on-line 

All students will need to complete and on-line application through SIMs Parent/Student.  

Friday 24 May 2019  

Confirmation letters will be posted 

Friday 19 July 2019  

Options will be locked down - no further changes will be possible 



BALANCE 

WHY  BALANCE? 
 
Education covers not just one, but many areas of life.  This is one of the reasons why you do not just 
study one subject at college.  If you studied mathematics every lesson, every day in college, you might 
be an expert in mathematics, but you would know little about anything else at all.  You might also be 
very bored. 
 
. . . SO . . . balance is important because: 
 
 It ensures that you have a broad education.  You will get the chance to explore all areas of 

experience and not opt out of subjects which may rob you of career opportunities later in life. 
 
 It provides variety in your studies. 
 
 It will prepare you for all aspects of life in a complex and rapidly changing world. 
 
 It enables you to keep your options open so that you can have wide access to employment, 

education or training at 16+, including the Sixth Form, College or Training Programmes. 
 
You might think you know what you want to do when you leave college, but there are quite a few 
factors about which you cannot possibly be certain. 
 
For example:   You do not know how you may change (your character, your interests). 
   You cannot predict changes in qualifications needed. 
   You cannot predict your personal circumstances. 
   You do not know how technology may develop. 
 
It is for these reasons that National policies require schools to deliver a broad and balanced 
curriculum. 



EXTERNAL ACCREDITATION 
 
Most courses provided for students in Years 10 and 11 lead to certification by an external awarding 
body.  It must not be forgotten that the courses in Years 7, 8 and 9 are a vital foundation and 
preparation for specific examination work in the senior part of the college. 
 
The method of assessment used to work out levels of award on certificates varies from subject to 
subject and in some cases will include both controlled assessment and final examinations.  
Completion of both controlled assessments and examinations is essential to achieve a certificate. 
 
MAKING CHOICES 
 
You will soon be asked to make some important decisions on your future at Astor regarding your 
choice of subjects for Years 10 and 11.  You are not expected to make these decisions on your own 
and there is a lot of experience and expertise available to you both within the college and from 
outside agencies. 
 
Since September 2012, the Government require us to provide impartial careers information, advice 
and guidance.  At Astor, we have commissioned the services of CXK (formerly known as Connexions) 
and each student will be given an appointment with Mr M Scott. 
 
It is necessary, therefore, to get the right advice and information so that you can understand the 
effects these choices may have on your future.  You must ask QUESTIONS, look at the OPTIONS 
available, consider the CONSEQUENCES and look at possible ALTERNATIVES.  You must also 
consider your likes and dislikes, strengths and weaknesses and your needs. 

GCSE, BTEC, OCR CERTIFICATE 



Personal Tutor 

Director of Year 
Mr Mowat 

Parents 

? 

CXK (Careers Advisor)  

Subject Teachers Senior Staff 

As the diagram above shows, there are plenty of people who are AVAILABLE and WILLING to give the 
right advice. 
 
 

REMEMBER: 
THINK  EARLY 

GET  THE  RIGHT  ADVICE 
THINK  CAREFULLY 

KEEP AN OPEN  MIND 
‘Get it right now – it will be right for the future’ 

You will be asked to choose subjects from FOUR Option Blocks.  You need to consider: 

1.    TIME You will be studying subjects to a greater depth and will 
therefore need to devote more time to each subject. 

  
2.    ABILITY Not everyone can be good at all subjects, but each of you 

may be good at quite a number of subjects. 

  
3.    YOUR  OWN  PREFERENCE As you grow older, personal likes and dislikes become 

more clear cut.  You will want to concentrate on subjects 
you find interesting, but you must ensure that your choice 
does not prevent you from entering a career later on.  You 
must consider what kind of person you are.  Are you 
practical?  Do you enjoy studying?  Do you have a good 
imagination?  Try to make choices which match your 
interests.  Make sure you choose appropriate courses. 



M A K E  S U R E  -  T H I N K  A H E A D ! 
 
Many of you will not yet be sure about your career plans.  Even if you do have some definite ideas, 
remember that by the time you are sixteen you may have changed those ideas. 
 
When you reach the end of Year 11, you will remain in education or training until you are 18.  Do you 
think you will want to: 
 
 Continue at college into the Sixth Form? 
 
 Leave college and go on to further training? 
 
 Go to a further education college, another school or enter a training scheme? 
 
MAKE  SURE: 
 
 That you do not choose to take a subject just because your friend is doing it. 
 That you do not choose to take a subject just because you think you will like the teacher. 
 That you find out about a subject which is new to you before you choose it. 
 That you use all the help available to you before you finalise your choices. 
 

R E M E M B E R   T O   L O O K   A N D   T H I N K   -   
 B E F O R E   Y O U   D E C I D E ! 



CORE 

CURRICULUM 
 

The following courses are studied by all students: 

For Examination: 

• GCSE English Language and English Literature 

• GCSE Mathematics 

• GCSE Science (double award) 

• Plus at least one of History/Geography/French 

 

Non-Examination: 

• Physical Education 

• Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development (SMSC) 



The English Literature and English Language GCSE will continue to be un-tiered.  This will be a 
linear GCSE, with assessment to be taken at the end of the course in June of Year 11.  English 
Language will have a speaking assessment that will be reported separately. 
 
Students will study both English Language and Literature at 
GCSE level.  They will be assessed on their reading and writing 
ability.  Throughout the course, students will read a variety of 
inspiring fiction and non-fiction texts to include: Journals, 
biographies, autobiographies, articles, travel writing, media texts, 
Shakespearean plays, poetry and novels.  They will be expected 
to write in a variety of forms to include:  discursive and 
persuasive essays, letters, leaflets, articles, speeches and pre cis.  
Students will be assessed on the written accuracy of their 
punctuation, grammar and spelling. 

GCSE English Language and English Literature 

Students will continue to have the chance to study many of the 
activities that you have studied at KS3, namely: football, netball, 
basketball, badminton, cheerasize, aerobox and fitness.  You will 
also have the opportunity to try new activities such as aerobics, 
weights, orienteering, use of the fitness suite and muscle toning.  
Students will have two single, one-hour lessons every two week 
cycle for which you will need your PE kit.   
 

 
Students will not take an exam in this compulsory element of Physical Education. 

Physical Education 



GCSE Mathematics requires students to not only be fluent in mathematical concepts but also, more 
often, to be able to recognise then when applied into a context.  There is emphasis on reasoning and 
explanation of required methods so students must show a deep understanding of all the course 
content.  

  
Students are entered for examination at either Foundation or 
Higher Tier where the grades available are 1-5 and 4-9 
respectively. Both tiers consist of three 1½ hour written 
examination papers taken in May/June of Year 11.  Paper 1 is a 
non-calculator paper whereas Papers 2 and 3 are both calculator 
papers.  
  
Within each question paper students are asked a variety of style of 
questions that comprise of the following assessment objectives. The 
percentage of each assessment objective used within the entire 
GCSE is also given.  
 

In GCSE Mathematics the key skills, already seen in Key Stage 2 and 3, are developed further and 
linked to real life applications.  

 
The table below shows the topic area and the extent to which they are examined at each tier.  

Students are expected to have a high standard of numeracy and to quickly identify the multiple skills 
required within each question.  
 
All students at Astor College are working towards achieving a minimum of a Grade 4 to put them in 
good stead for wherever their next path takes them. 

GCSE Mathematics 

Assessment Objective (AO) Detail of the Assessment Objective Percentage of GCSE 

AO1 Recall and use knowledge of the 
prescribe content 

40-50% 

AO2 Select and apply mathematical 
methods in a range of contexts 

25-30% 

AO3 Interpret and analyse problems and 
generate strategies to solve them 

25-30% 

  Extent examined at: 

Topic Area Foundation Tier (%) Higher Tier (%) 

Number 25 15 

Algebra 20 30 

Ratio 25 20 

Geometry 15 20 

Probability and Statistics 15 15 



Students will follow the AQA combined trilogy 
science programme at Key Stage 4.  The course 
consists of separate units of Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics and will be examined at the end of 
the course.   
  
Biology units will give students the opportunity 
to gain a good understanding of human biology, 
organisms, evolution and the environment.   
  
Chemistry units will give students a good 
understanding of the nature of substances and 
how they react together, how chemistry is used 
in business and industry and how our use of fuels 
affect the local and global environment.  
  
Physics units will give students a good understanding of the use and transfer of energy, as well as an 
insight into the nature of waves, radiation and space. They'll also learn about the application of 
physics in the real world they live in. 

 
Our aim is that learners will achieve at least two Science GCSE qualifications or equivalent at the end 
of the course.  The course will give learners a good knowledge of science and provide them with a 
firm base should they wish to continue studying the subject at A level.  

Science 



OPTION 

COURSES 
 

The VTCT Level 1 course in Hair is a specific, practical course 
which is appropriate for some students but only enables 
students to achieve the equivalent of the old D-G grade at GCSE 
level. 

Art and Design Courses - GCSE 

 Ceramics (3D design) 

 Fine Art 

 Graphics 

 Photography 

Design and Technology - GCSE  

Business - BTEC Level 1/Level 2 (L1/L2) First Award  

Construction - L1/L2 Vocational Award 

Dance - GCSE 

Drama - GCSE 

French - GCSE 

Geography - GCSE 

Hairdressing - VTCT Level 1 

Health and Social Care - OCR National Certificate 

History - GCSE 

iMedia - OCR L1/L2 Certificate 

Music - GCSE 

PE - GCSE 

Sociology - GCSE 

 
 



GCSE Ceramics (3-Dimensional Design)  
GCSE Fine Art 
GCSE Graphics 
GCSE Photography 

  
Component 1: Portfolio 
The portfolio must include both: 
1. A sustained project developed in response to a subject, theme, task or brief evidencing the 

journey from initial engagement with an idea(s) to the realisation of intentions.  This will give 
students the opportunity to demonstrate, through an extended creative response, their ability to 
draw together different areas of knowledge, skills and/or understanding from across their course 
of study. 

2. A selection of further work resulting from activities such as trials and experiments; skills-based 
workshops; mini and/or foundation projects; responses to gallery, museum or site visits; work 
placements; independent study and evidence of the student’s specific role in any group work 
undertaken.  The work submitted for this component will be marked as a whole.  Students should 
carefully select, organise and present their portfolio and must ensure that it provides evidence of 
meeting all four assessment objectives.  They must identify and acknowledge sources which are 
not their own and provide evidence of drawing activity and written annotation. 

 
Component 2: Externally set assignment 
1. Students respond to their chosen starting point from an externally set assignment paper relating 

to their subject title, evidencing coverage of all four assessment objectives. 
Component 1 

During the first year of this two year course, students will create an extended, in depth project, based 
on a theme.  Students will explore a variety of ceramic techniques and processes, responding to 
design work and artist research.  The course is designed to ensure a variety of 2D and ceramic 
techniques are explored and developed. Final pieces showcase students’ preferred techniques and 

best design work.  Sketchbook work focuses on observational 
drawing and helps students to develop refined drawing, painting 
and design skills, using a range of media.  Students will explore 
the work of a number of artists, craftspeople and designers and 
use this research to help develop their own work and ideas. 
Students will take part in a series of short workshops, exploring a 
range of 3D materials. They will visit a museum and gallery and 
create work in response to these visits.  
  
Component 2 is an externally set exam, set by AQA.  The paper is 
issued to students in January of Year 11.  Students select ONE 

starting point and, over several months, create a body of 2D and 3D work in response to their chosen 
question.  Students create their final response over a 10 hour exam period. 
  
3D Design/Ceramics is a wonderful subject to study which equips students with excellent 2D and 3D 
skills.  3D Design/Ceramics is a diverse and exciting field to explore and is a vibrant and celebrated 
art form within the contemporary arts.   

GCSE ART & DESIGN COURSES:  

GCSE Ceramics (3-Dimensional Design) 



This course is for students who want to expand, develop and 
refine skills in one of the highest forms of human creativity; 
drawing and painting.  This subject is for everyone who enjoys 
working in a range of art media, trying new things that build on 
the work from Key Stage 3.  Students will study the work of some 
of the best artists from the past, as well as the present day and this 
will help them to learn a diverse range of skills. Course work is 
produced in lessons and students are expected to produce work at home in a sketch book.  Students 
get to try out portrait, landscape and still life for the Unit 1 portfolio.  
 
For the Component 2, students will work on an “Externally Set Task” issued by the exam board in 
January of year 11. This gives students a number of different starting points for them to develop 
ideas from, from which they have to choose one to work on for the remainder of the course.  Students 
having developed their own individual ideas then produce the final piece in the 10 hour exam.  This 
could be a painting or a drawing in whatever media the student prefers.   
 
Students who choose to study this option will have the experience of working with new and 
traditional media.  The new media will involve experimenting with computer aided design using 
programmes such as Photoshop to enhance designs at a professional level.  This is in contrast to 
experimenting with traditional media such as printing, painting and drawing.  Students will research 
appropriate artists’ techniques and processes as they work through a design brief to create exciting 
and individual portfolios.  

GCSE Graphics 

GCSE Fine Art 

Graphic Communication is the study of the visual language. Students will 
study the way sources inspire the development of ideas, for example, have 
a commercial, social or environmental focus or be concerned with other 
aspects specific to the creative industries.  Students will also investigate 
how ideas, themes, forms, issues and needs can provide the stimulus for 
creative, imaginative, thoughtful and appropriately focused responses 

that are fit for its intended purpose.   
 
The ways in which meanings, ideas and intentions relevant to graphic communication can be 
communicated include the use of: 

different forms of representation, brand identity, intended message, target audience and working 
within parameters determined by client and/or audience expectations.  

 
Through their study of graphic communication, students will develop the ability to use graphic 
communication techniques and processes, appropriate to students’ personal intentions, for example:  

typography, illustration, digital or non-digital photography, hand rendered working methods and 
digital working methods.  

 
Students will use media and materials, as appropriate to students’ personal intentions, for example:  

pencil, pen and ink, pen and wash, crayon, and other graphic media, watercolour, gouache and 
acrylic paint, layout materials, digital media, printmaking and mixed media. 



GCSE Photography 

This course is for students who have a passion for Photography and want to 
develop and refine their technical and creative skills.   
 
The first year of the two-year course is spent exploring a variety of historical 
and contemporary artists to develop their subject knowledge and explore a 
range of photographic techniques. 
 
They will produce a sketchbook of research studies, photographic work from 
shoots and final responses. 
 
Students will take part in a series of workshops, exploring a range of experimental photographic 
techniques such as Pinhole photography, Cyanotype, print making and photo transfer.  
 
The second part of the course, students respond to their chosen starting point from an externally set 
assignment paper.  Students develop a portfolio of research, development ideas resulting in a range 
of refined final outcomes. Students create their final piece over a 10-hour practical exam period.  

The world of work is changing.  With global economies and online markets, the Creative Industry is 
set to be one of the UK’s biggest employers.  Therefore the question should be why wouldn’t you 
study Art and Design Technology?   
 
So, how could creativity enhance your employability?   
You could go into advertising, architecture, arts and culture, craft, design, fashion, games, music, 
publishing, technology and TV and film.  The number of available jobs in creative arts and it is 
predicted that the creative industries could be worth £128.4 billion to the UK economy by 2025 and 
help to create up to one million jobs by 2030. 
 
Employment opportunities can be grouped into, advertising and marketing, architecture, crafts, 
design, fashion, film, TV, video, radio and photography, IT, software and computer services, 
publishing, museums, galleries and libraries, music, performing and visual arts. 
 
At Astor College we help students make the transition from secondary to tertiary education by 
working closely with establishments like the University for the Creative Arts, Canterbury Christ 
Church University, the Sidney Cooper Gallery, the Tate Modern and The Mall Galleries.  These 
experiences provide students with experiences that prepare them to get into the right course and/or 
job. 

Why study Art and Design?  



Design & Technology is about designing and making things that people want and that work well.  
“Creating these things is hugely exciting: It is an inventive, fun activity.”  This quote from James 
Dyson sums up this subject well.  We aim to provide an exciting opportunity for all students. 
 
Coursework tasks will be in the form of complete design and make projects.  The activities of 
designing and making are central to this subject and are common to all the specialist materials 
options.  It is through designing and making that students will be helped to develop their knowledge, 
skills and understanding of Design & Technology. 
 
Students will be involved in working with materials, designing and making good 
quality products which are fit for their intended purpose.  Designing will 
involve the development, communication and evaluation of ideas with regard to 
considerations such as: cost, function, aesthetics, effect on the environment and 
economic, business, ethical and moral issues.  Full use will be made of the well-
equipped ICT suite and this will include databases, Desk Top Publishing (DTP), 
Internet access and research, Computer Aided Design (CAD), and Computer 
Aided Manufacture (CAM) which offers the opportunity to use the latest laser 
cutting technology, and 3D printing. 
 
By working safely to manufacture a range of products, students will develop their skills, explore new 
processes, and learn about the selection and combination of materials.  Developing an understanding 
of the technologies that enable products to work is of crucial importance and will form a part of all 
product development. Students are also encouraged to consider the effects and implications of 
technological activity. 
 
Assessment 
The assessment is in two parts.  The coursework ensures that students’ creativity is well rewarded 
and makes sure that designing and making is right at the heart of all that we do. 
 
Component 1: Written paper. 2 Hours. 50%. 
Section A: General questions that relate to the world of Design & Technology.  
Section B: One question with a specific material focus. 
 
Component 2: 30 Hours. Non-examined component (NEC). 50%. 
A practical design and make project that is started at the end of Year 10 and is completed in the 
spring term of Year 11.  
 
For more information, please see the AQA website 

GCSE Design and Technology 

This is a vocational course, which will give students the opportunity to develop 
an understanding of how to start-up a business as well as study various functions 
within the business operation.  The course looks at Exploring Enterprises, 
Planning and Running an Enterprise and Promotion and Finance for Enterprise.  
Combined with this, students will be able to apply their skills in numeracy and 
literacy in naturally occurring work-related contexts. 
  
The course comprises of three units, which have to be completed by the end of 
Year 11 in order to achieve a Level 2 Pass (which is equivalent to a Grade C).  Component 3 is and 
exam unit and must be passed in order to obtain the qualification.  The course also enables students 
to progress and differentiate their work to attain the higher grading boundaries of Level 2 Merit, 
Distinction and Distinction  

BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Enterprise 



WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Constructing the Built Environment offer an excellent 
introduction to the world of construction.  Through applied learning, ie acquiring and applying 
knowledge, skills and understanding.  The course sets purposeful tasks set in the context of the 
construction sector and having many of the characteristics of real work. 
 
The course enables learners to learn in such a way that they develop: 
• skills required for independent learning and development 
• a range of generic and transferable skills 
• the ability to solve problems 
• the skills of project-based research, development and presentation 
• the fundamental ability to work alongside other professionals, in a professional environment 
• the ability to apply learning in vocational contexts 
 
The course has been designed to set a foundation of learning that could lead to further education, 
employment and training. 
 
The course is made up of three units:  
 
Unit 1: Safety and Security in Construction 
A portfolio of information and research on aspects of site safety and construction practice.  Work is 
assessed externally and through a final one-hour examination. 
 
Unit 2: Developing Construction Projects, practical projects 
including: 
• Simple electrical installation 
• Basic carpentry skills 
• The construction of non-loadbearing internal structures 
• Painting and decorating  
 
Unit 3: Planning Construction Projects 
A portfolio of information and research exploring how projects are managed, costed and completed, 
investigating a variety of project sizes from domestic to industrial.  This unit is also externally 
assessed alongside a final two-hour examination. 
 
The successful completion of this qualification, together with other equivalent qualifications, 
such as in maths and the sciences, could provide the learner with opportunities to access a 
range of qualifications including GCE, apprenticeships, vocationally-related and occupational 
qualifications.  
 
These include: 
• Level 3 qualifications  
• Specialised Level 2 qualifications in construction, including specialist areas such as plumbing, 

bricklaying and carpentry 
• Apprenticeships in construction. 

Construction (BTEC ) 



Dance at Key Stage 4 primarily centres around developing technique and encouraging opportunities 
for performance and assessment.   
  
Assessment in dance at Key Stage 4 works towards the completion of 
compulsory coursework elements, focusing on contemporary 
dance.  The first three terms of practical work in Year 10 allow students 
to experiment with the physical coursework elements which will 
demonstrate a key focus towards the professional dance works that 
students will be required to study.  During the final three terms, 
students will need to explore the two compulsory set phrases, which 
will be examined at the start of Year 11.  Each term will have a specific 
focus and students will have two opportunities to complete the 
required coursework elements at various points throughout 
Year 11.  These elements (set out by the AQA) are recorded as evidence 
and marked during a controlled assessment by the teacher.  These 
marks are then externally moderated to ensure that consistency is 
maintained. 
  
The theory lessons will give students the opportunity to extend their learning through appreciation 
and evaluation of six short professional dance works, selected by AQA, and their own choreographic 
exploration, and each term will finish with a mini-assessment which will monitor their learning and 
track their progress.  Each term will have a specific focus which students will study by means of 
visual appreciation and completion of tasks in their specially designed ‘Anthologies.  At the end of 
each term, students will complete a mini-assessment to help record their attainment, and allow the 
teacher to identify gaps in their subject knowledge. 

GCSE Dance 

The GCSE in Drama comprises of three core components.   
  
Component 1: Devising Theatre is worth 40% of the total award.  This 
component gives students the opportunity to practically explore 
influential practitioner’s works and develop their own piece of Drama in 
response to a given stimulus.  This component is assessed internally and 
moderated externally by Eduqas towards the end of Year 10. 

  
Component 2: Performing from a Text is worth 20% of the total award.  This component sees 
students cast in a role and undergo a professional rehearsal and production process.  They will work 
practically to develop characters that are appropriate to the given style and form of the 
production.  This component is assessed externally by Eduqas mid-way through Year 11.  
  
Component 3: Interpreting Theatre is worth 40% of the total award.  This component allows 
students to examine an established play from the points-of-view of an actor, director and designer.  A 
written exam is taken at the end of Year 11 in which students will answer a section of short and 
extended response questions about the study text and a further question that asks them to evaluate a 
piece of live theatre seen during the course. 
  
Creative logs are kept throughout the course and summative written evaluations completed for 
components 1 and 2 only.  Due to the nature of Drama, a lot of the work relies heavily on the ability to 
work effectively in a team.  As such, we ask that students optioning for Drama be prepared to be 
involved in other areas of the Performing Arts to support the production repertoire throughout 
Astor’s academic year.  Support for other performances might include stage crewing, helping front-of-
house or assisting with advertising and fund-raising. 

GCSE Drama 



Geographical skills, erupting volcanoes, shaking earth, massive waves, 
world tourism, companies like Nike and McDonalds are all part of GCSE 
Geography.  Want to know more?  Then read on. 
  
GCSE Geography offers students the opportunity to embark on a learning 
journey studying all aspects of the subject.  The course includes both 
physical and human geography, building on knowledge gained during 
Years 7 to 9. 

  
Geography GCSE is a window to the world.  Current affairs and natural disasters are brought to life in 
the classroom.  News items are used as case studies to enhance learning and make it relevant and 
interesting. 
  
Throughout the course will be two opportunities for local fieldwork. Previous field studies have 
included coastal management at Deal beach, urban regeneration in Margate and coastal processes at 
Reculver on the north Kent coast. 
  
Choosing geography at GCSE not only offers an interesting course, it also gives students the 
opportunity to study the world around them.  A world that is constantly changing. 
  
Geography is important because it is the subject that links the world, history, science, what you see 
on holiday, what you hear on the news and much more. 
 
There is no controlled assessment any more but three exams on the following topics: 

  
 

GCSE Geography 

This qualification has been designed to introduce you to a complete range of 
practical hairdressing skills at Level 1.  This qualification has been designed to 
prepare you for employment as a supervised assistant via an apprenticeship or 
further learning in hairdressing within college. 
 
This particular qualification is suitable for you to study as a standalone 
qualification or as an introduction to hairdressing education. 

Hairdressing (VTCT Level 1) 

Living with the Physical Environment   
Section A: The challenge of natural hazards 
Section B: The living world  
Section C: Physical landscapes in the UK 

Geographical applications 
Section A: Issue evaluation 
Section B: Fieldwork 
Geographical skills 

Challenges in the Human Environment 
Section A: Urban issues and challenges 
Section B: The changing economic world 
Section C: The challenge of resource 
management 



Choosing French at GCSE will enable students to become better communicators in 
both French and their own language.  Learning French will also help students 
understand and appreciate different cultures, people and communities. 
 
In this two year course, students will learn to develop their French language skills 
to their full potential, equipping them with the knowledge to communicate in a 
variety of contexts with confidence.  They will also become more adept at 
problem solving and using initiative.  These are valuable life skills. 
 
The specification covers three distinct themes - Identity and Culture; Local, National and Global 
Interests; Current and Future Study and Employment. These themes apply to all four question 
papers. Students are expected to understand and provide information and opinions about these 
themes relating to your own experiences and those of other people, including people in countries/
communities where French is spoken. 

Paper 1: Listening – 45 min - Final exam – 25% (Tiered)  
Paper 2: Speaking final exam – 25% (Tiered)  
Paper 3: Reading – 50 min - Final exam – 25% (Tiered) 
 Comprehension questions and a translation from French to English  
Paper 4: Written final exam – 25% (Tiered) 
 Structured writing questions in English and translation into French. 
 

All students will sit all their exams at the end of Year 11. 

GCSE French 

Learners will be following the OCR Cambridge National Level 2 Certificate in 
Health and Social Care specifications, and there will be continuous assessment 
throughout the two years of study. 
 
What will I learn and what skills will I develop? 
This subject inspire and enthuse learners to consider a career in the health and 
social care sector, or in a related sector where knowledge of health and social care 
will be of use, such as early years.  
 
Learners will be encouraged to be  independent and creative.  Topics that are covered inculde 
examining skills in the health and social care sector such as the underpinning care values and an 
understanding of the different life stages that individuals’ move through, as well as learning practical 
communication skills.  There will be the opportunity for gaining a First Aid Qualification as well. 
Assessment 
Excellent attendance is a must as every lesson counts.  The assessment is 25% examination, and 75% 
coursework, which is split into three assignments.  Sticking to deadline is essential in order to reach 

OCR Level 2 Cambridge Technical in Health and Social Care 

Employers value history because the skills that are taught are very useful in work, 
study and life.  When studying history you will use information effectively, weigh 
conflicting factors before taking critical decisions, be analytical and understand 
how and why humans behaved as they did - and may behave in similar 
circumstances again.  The topics you will cover for examination are Life in 
Germany 1919-1945, Crime and Punishment through Time c.1000AD to the 
present day.  There are two new papers, the Cold War 1945 – 1980 and Henry VIII 
1509 – 1547. 

 
If you are inquisitive, like finding the reasons why something might have happened and are prepared 
to become an investigator and research topics for yourself, then history is the subject for you. 

GCSE History 



A media focused course that emphasises the importance of research, 
planning and reviewing in developing creative media products.  A formal 
written examination on the pre-production skills that underpin all creative 
designs contributes 25% of the final mark.  All students will study digital 
graphics and then, depending on both your and your teacher’s interest and 
expertise, a further two units; storytelling through comic strips and digital 
photography. 

  
All of the options in the IT option block include the ECDL qualification, this assesses you in the main 
office packages of Word, PowerPoint and Excel and leads to a further level 2, GCSE equivalent, 
qualification. 
  
All of the options in the IT option block include the ECDL qualification, this assesses you in the main 
office packages of Word, PowerPoint and Excel and leads to a further level 2, GCSE equivalent, 
qualification. 

OCR Level 1/Level 2 Certificate in Creative iMedia  

GCSE Music is suitable for all students with a love or an interest in music.  
It is advantageous to be studying an instrument already but it is not 
essential as many students focus on singing as their main practical skill 
and others can continue to develop their guitar, piano or drum skills from 
Key Stage 3.  At Key Stage 4, students extend and develop their skills and 
knowledge in the three key areas of Listening, Composing and Performing 
and at GCSE students will find out more about different types of music, 
investigate how music is put together, write their own pieces and improve 
their performance skills both as a soloist and within a group.  In addition 
to developing music-based skills, students also develop many general 
skills such as independent learning, research, planning and problem 
solving. 
 
You will be assessed informally throughout the course with listening tests, performances and 
composition exercises and you will have a written examination at the end of Year 11 to assess your 
musical understanding and listening ability.  You will have to complete two compositions to be 
presented as coursework and perform under exam conditions as a soloist and as part of an 
ensemble. 
 
Music qualifications are highly regarded by colleges of further education and employers alike as 
musicians are trained to work methodically and to be self-disciplined.  You may wish to use GCSE 
Music as a basis for further study such as AS/A2 Music or a BTEC course based on performing at 
Astor or a College of Further Education or you may wish to use it as a springboard into other related 
areas such as Music Technology. 

GCSE Music (AQA) 



GCSE Sociology 

Sociology is the study of society and the groups of 
people in it.  It looks at social groups and how they 
interact with each other and behave, as well as how 
‘forces’ of society can influence and change people’s 
behaviour.  
 
Sociology is a ‘people-subject’ that relates to most 
careers including doctors, nurses, police officers, judges, 
care workers, social workers and politicians to name but 
a few.  Therefore Sociology is a very worthwhile 

supplementary subject to almost all subjects. 
 
Sociology GCSE is split into two parts; Unit 1 and Unit 2.  Both examinations are taken in Year 11 and 
the subject carries no coursework. 
 

Unit 1: The Sociology of families and education.  
Unit 2: The Sociology of crime and deviance and social stratification.  

 
Both units incorporate an element of social theory and methodology where pupils must be aware of 
key researchers and theorists, the various ways in which data can be collected/obtained and how 
reliable and valid these methods are.  

This is a fantastic course for all those truly interested in the topic of physical 
education rather than just wanting to play sport.  You learn about all the 
body systems, what they are made of, how they work, what happens when 
you train them and how to train them safely.  You learn about preventing 
and recovering from injury and how the brain works for you to learn skills. 
  
The theory work, worth 70%, is assessed through written examination and 
the practical performance and performance analysis is worth 30%.  These 

are assessed by your teacher and an externally assessor.  Practical sport is worth 30% and 
candidates are assessed in three activities - which are football (boys), netball (girls), basketball and 
badminton.  It is expected that students should already be regularly playing at least one sport outside 
of College and will be required to attend extra-curricular school clubs, to learn the skills and 
practices they will be assessed on. 
  
At the end of Year 11 there are two exams, a 90 minute exam on applied anatomy and physiology and 
a 75 minute exam on health, fitness and well-being as well as a two day practical moderation, where 
video footage will be undertaken.  

GCSE Physical Education 
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