
 

 

 

 

          6 June 2022 

 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

We return from the halt term break where I hope many of you were able to enjoy the Queen’s 

Jubilee celebrations. Last term the penultimate half term of the school year was an extremely busy 

period in school. The term saw the beginning of GCSEs and A’ level exams for Y11 and Y13, 

significant exams for Y10 and Y12, as well as parents’ evenings and school productions.  The term 

also saw staff teaching fantastic lessons to all year groups, ensuring they make great progress every 

day. 

I was fortunate enough to have many visits and tours that enabled me to witness the quality of 

pupils’ presentations, work and learning which was a delight to see. Myself and Mrs Ridley also held 

pupil voice meetings where pupils had the opportunity to share their views around subjects and 

their learning. These were extremely valuable to hold and insightful in their comments and opinions. 

The feedback is being shared with departments and they are reviewing and reflecting on what the 

pupils have said. 

Attendance Reminders 

Astor Secondary School has high expectations for every pupil from the moment they join our school. 

Children have the right to a high quality education and we provide this at Astor Secondary School. 

High attendance is necessary to ensure that your child benefits fully from the learning opportunities 

on offer and to ensure they leave school having developed positive lifelong habits and as well 

rounded individuals. 

Medical Appointments 

Appointments, where possible, should be made outside of school hours or in the  holiday period.  

This includes routine dental appointments. If this is unavoidable, your child should still attend school 

before or after the appointment where possible. Any session missed that was deemed reasonable to 

attend will be marked as unauthorised leave. 

Absence Requests 

As previously communicated absence requests will only be considered for exceptional circumstances 

and these are dealt with on an individual basis.  Leave will not normally be considered for pupils 

whose attendance is below 95%.  Pupils requiring a day off for religious observance must fill in an 

absence request form in advance, this must be a day that has been exclusively set apart for religious 

observance by the religious body to which the student belongs.  Retrospective requests for absences 

will not be authorised. 

 

 



What to do if your child cannot attend school: Absence must be reported on a daily basis.  You 

must contact the school (before 8.00am) on the first day of absence.  This can be done by calling the 

school and leaving a message or email in through the admin email specifying your child's name, class 

and the reason why they cannot attend. If they are ill, please give a clear explanation of their 

condition.  For a prolonged absence due to illness, medical evidence will be requested.  This can be 

in the form of a prescription, medica paperwork or an appointment card/letter. 

 



 

Literacy 

Literacy continues to be a focus here at school and well over 150 pupils have had intervention or 

support through our targeted focus. This has enabled many to improve their reading ability and 

made the curriculum more accessible for them. Literacy remains one of the school priorities and 

alongside each subject and external partners we continue to look for and develop wider 

opportunities for the pupils. Pupils in Year 7 and 8 have undertaken the Buster Book club program 

and collectively they have read hundreds of thousands of hours. We have also signed up for 

buzzbooks which has enabled pupils to select a reading book of their choice so they can read this for 

pleasure. The school library has had a makeover and thanks to the work of Dr Stubbs and her team 

of pupils the shelves are now labeled and books assigned in sections.  

As we continue our journey to normal schooling we continue to ask for your support with your 

child’s literacy. Reading is the bedrock to all leaning and the more we can do  together for your child 

the better their outcomes will be. 

Attached you will find the latest newsletter from PiXl one of our associate partners . The newsletter 

provides advice and support for you to assist in choosing appropriate and supportive texts for your 

child and also way to help them during the course of a term. 

I do hope that as we head into the final term of the year and the long summer break the excellent 

work and commitment given by the pupils to their literacy is not lost.  

Key Dates 

Friday 10th June – Christine McInnes KCC Director of Education will visit Astor to speak with staff and 

pupils. 

Tuesday 21st and Thursday 23rd June – Y6 pupils will visit Astor as part of their transition from Y6 to 

Y7. 

Monday 4th July until Friday 15th July pupils in Y12 will have work experience and volunteering during 

this period. 

Thursday 7th July – Common transfer day for pupils in Y6 across the district to transition to 

secondary. 

Friday 15th July – Sports Day 

Monday 18th and Tuesday 19th July – Activity Days for pupils in Years 7-9. Y10 will have a work 

experience volunteering days. 

Wednesday 20th July – ASTORBURY and Last Day of term for Pupils. SCHOOL will FINISH at 

12.30pm 

Wishing you all the very best 

L Kane 

Mr L Kane 
Headteacher 
Astor Secondary School 


