
 

 

Adaptable   -   Creative   -   Proud 

           July 2022 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I write to you at the end of what has been a very positive year for the school. Although we have, at times, 
had to face challenges as a result of the pandemic, over the course of year the general pattern has been one 
of returning to normality. This has been particularly noticeable since Easter, when it has been particularly 
pleasing to see numerous trips and extra-curricular activities running so successfully. I warmly thank and pay 
tribute to all members of staff, who have pulled together to get so many events ‘over the line’ as well as 
continuing with their day jobs with their usual commitment.  
 
I know this letter is quite lengthy but please take the time to read it carefully. It contains the arrangements 
for the start of next term and provides you with some key updates and useful information.  
 
Governing Body  
I would like to thank our Trustees for the many hours they have supported or volunteered to the ongoing, 
monitoring and development of the school’s strategic priorities. This has been a very busy year and the 
significant contributions and time they have given to the work of the school comes over and above already 
very busy professional lives. Our Trust colleagues continue to offer the operational support and we too are 
grateful to have them working behind the scenes to ensure that day to day operations run smoothly. I wish 
them a lovely summer break. 
 
Uniform and Shoes  
I would like to remind parents that the school’s uniform expectations can be found in the School Uniform 
section of the school website and would ask that any purchases made for the new school year comply with 
these expectations. In particular, pupils are expected to wear plain black, shoes or trainers that do not carry 
any logos or embellishment. Pupils are also now expected to wear the school new school ties and non-clip 
versions will be available from September. A reminder that FALSE NAILS and FALSE EYELASHES are not 
permitted so please ensure that on our return your child does not have these as well as nose studs which, if 
worn, must be clear. For those who need support the school has a selection of pre-loved school uniform – 
please contact Miss Penn in the main office if you would like to access this. (Lisa.Penn@astorschool.com) 
 
A Level and GCSE Examination Results – Release Dates 
For those pupils who sat external examinations this summer, results arrangements are as follows: 

• 18 August 2022 – A Level and BTEC results (from 8:30am via email to your child’s school account). 
Staff will be in school from the 15th August should your child have any issues with accessing emails in 
advance of the release. Staff will be available on the day to take calls and speak with your child if 
necessary. 

 

• 25 August 2022 – GCSE results (from 08.30am via email to your child’s school account). Please 
ensure that your child can access their school emails and, if necessary, contact the school from the 
15th August so that it can be sorted for the release of the results. Staff will be available on the day by 
calling the school should your child need to speak with a member of staff or need to query any 
results. 
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Start of Autumn Term  
The new term commences for Pupils on Monday 5 September with starting details as follows: 
 
Monday 5th September  

• Year 7 – arrival at 08.45am on Monday 5th September. Details will follow around timings of the 
day 

• Year 12 – Monday 5th September - Welcome Assembly and Orientation  
Tuesday 6th September 

• Remaining year groups start back. A reminder that pupils are expected onsite from 08.40 with 
them seated in registration for 08.45am. Period 1 on this day will be an extended tutor period. 

• Normal lessons will commence from period 2 – 10.00am. 
 
New Timings of the Day 
From September 5th we will have a slight adjustment to timings of the day. The first change is that the school 
gates to cars will close at 08.45am when registration will have begun. Staff will be on duty to take names of 
late pupils either by transport or on foot. 
 
The other change is the finish at the end of the day which will move from 3.05pm to 3.15pm. The remainder 
of the day will be as normal with 5 lessons of 1 hour, a 20minute break and a 40-minute lunch. 
 
New Management Information System. 
From September you will begin to see the use of our new management information system – Bromcom. This 
is replacing a system called Sims and is more user friendly and will allow you as parents more access to your 
child’s day to day activities. A lot of work is still to be done but once up and running we will communicate 
with you details on the applications and platforms that you can access as well as how you will be informed 
about your child’s achievements, attendance, and behaviours both positive and negative. 
 
Encouraging your child to read 
GCSE examinations have an average reading age of 14 years and 7 months. Sadly, we have some pupils in 
school with reading ages significantly lower than this. If your child cannot read well, they will struggle to 
access course content across most subjects. As parents and carers, one of the key things that you can do to 
help your child succeed in school is to encourage them to read. If you are struggling with ideas for books, 
(Recommended books for KS3 & KS4 - children and teens aged 11-16 (schoolreadinglist.co.uk) takes you to 
suggested reading lists for pupils in both Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4.  
 
Staff Farewells  
At the end of this term, we said farewell to a few members of teaching and support staff. After 30 years in 
education Mr Saad is retiring and we thank him for the six years he was at Astor. We are also saying goodbye 
to Mr Fairley who is changing careers and is looking to set up his own business and Mr Pay who is relocating 
to Barnsley to be closer to family. We are also saying goodbye to Mrs Forbes and Miss Ponsford from the 
welfare team who have are moving onto positions in Primary schools from September. Our final goodbyes go 
to our apprentices and Kickstarters who have completed their placements and move onto new beginnings. 
I am sure that you will all join me in wishing all of them the very best for the future. We have some new staff 
starting with us in September and my return letter in September will introduce them to you. 
 
Help during the summer 
 
Over the past week or so we have been messaging via Parentmail various programmes and groups that will 
be running over the summer. Social media seems to be awash with information from numerous groups and 
forums about things to do. Should you need help or advice over the summer you will find details on our 
website under the key information – safeguarding section as well as from emails / communications that will 
be sent out to those for whom the wellbeing and welfare team think it would be beneficial to do so for.   
 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/secondary-ks3-ks4-reading-lists/


 
 
 
Asda, Morrisons and Dunelm Cafes children can eat for £1 or less this summer 
 

• At Asda, children can get a hot or cold meal for just £1 in cafes. The Kids Eat for £1 deal is available 
all day long from July 25 until September 4. Baby food is also part of the new initiative, with young 
ones able to enjoy a free pouch of Ella’s Kitchen baby food in local Asda Cafes. No minimum spend is 
required.  

 

• Dunelm Pausa cafes are allowing children to eat for free for every £4 spent in their cafes. You can 
get one free mini main, two snacks and a drink. This offer is available now.  

 

• When you purchase one adult meal over £4.99, children can get a free meal from the children’s 
menu at Morrisons. Children’s meals also include a piece of fruit and Tropicana Kids Orange or Apple 
drink or bottle of water.  

 
There are also other retailers running offers and these have been shared on social media platforms 
 
Key dates and events September 2022-July 2023. 
 
Attached you will find a document that includes the term dates and also the dates and timings for other 
events throughout the year. I hope you find this useful in helping you plan and attend the various events we 
will be holding. 
 
Finally, I would like thank parents for their continued support throughout the year and I would also like to 
thank and commend all of your children for their hard work and positivity.  
 
I wish you and your families an enjoyable and safe summer.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

L Kane 
 
Mr L Kane 
Headteacher 
 

https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/national/uk-today/20259541.asda-offers-1-hot-meal-children-summer/

