
26th January 2023 

Dear Parent/Carers, 

Re: Strike Action 

I am sure you will be aware from recent media reports that the National Education Union 
(NEU) has declared strike action, which will take place on Wednesday 1st February 2023. I 
am writing to give you as much notice as possible of the likely impact of the action on the 
school. 

While the planned action is as a result of a national dispute between the unions and the 
government, and not specifically Samphire Star Education Trust or its schools, it is important 
that we respond accordingly in the interests of our pupils whilst respecting the rights of our 
staff.  In anticipation of this action, we have already prepared a response plan to minimise 
disruption should it be required across any of the Trust schools. 

As it currently stands at Astor, we will provide a normal face to face onsite education for 
ALL pupils. We have not been impacted by the strike action as our staff are mostly 
members of a different union to the NEU but the issue around childcare arrangements for 
staff remains a challenge as many schools locally are either closing fully or partially. This 
challenge is very likely and will impact on our ability to fully run lessons should we have a 
large number of teachers impacted through childcare necessity. 

We appreciate that industrial action is disruptive, and you may need to change your plans or 
working arrangements whilst this action is ongoing but we ask with the school open that 
you encourage your child to attend and continue their education even though others 
schools are impacted. We will of course continue to monitor the arrangements in place and 
make modifications where necessary due to the impact on our staff from the other school’s 
decisions.   

The NEU has indicated that they will continue strike action for a further three days after this 
first strike on the 2nd March and the 15th to 16th March.  Please make a note of these 
dates now and I will write to you in advance of each date to confirm any changes to 
arrangements and whether the strike is going ahead.  

If you have any questions or concerns about the detail outlined above, please contact the 
school email address admin@astorschool.com in the first instance.  

As ever, thank you for your continued support. 

L Kane 

Mr L Kane 

Astor Secondary School 


