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I hope you will find this prospectus a useful introduction to life in the Sixth Form at Astor Secondary 
School and that it will help you as you make decisions about your plans after GCSE, whether you are 
currently a pupil in school or are considering joining us from another school in 2023.  
Life in the Sixth Form in Astor Secondary School brings many opportunities and challenges through the 
rich and varied mix of learning experiences on offer.  At the heart of the experience is the opportunity to 
study your chosen subjects to greater depth.  This prospectus gives you details of the wide range of 
courses we offer.  
We aim to ensure that all of our Sixth Form pupils achieve, and perhaps even exceed, their potential in 
their chosen subjects: these subjects are taught by specialists passionate about their subject area and 
determined to ensure that our pupils not only achieve the best grades they can but also develop an 
understanding of the transferable employability skills they gain through the study of these subjects which 
will be of use in their future studies and in the world of work.  In the Sixth Form, we will both challenge 
you and support you: as part of our Induction programme, we will seek to help you develop the necessary 
study skills for success at AS and A2.  We will also track your progress carefully and, if you need additional 
support at any stage, we will provide that through our mentoring programme which aims to help you to 
develop the necessary independence in your own target setting at this level with the support of your 
teachers.  
Careers Education, Information and Guidance is a core feature of our Sixth Form provision as we seek to 
equip each of you as individuals to make well-informed choices about your next steps beyond the Sixth 
Form.  We work closely with many universities and you, as pupils, will benefit from the links and projects 
that come about from the relationships we have formed. 
Our wide range of activities on offer outside the classroom are also an important part of the whole 
learning experience in the Sixth Form where we want to encourage you to stretch and challenge yourself 
in as many directions as possible.  
A key feature of our Sixth Form experience is our Sixth Form Enhancement programme where pupils can 
take part in our Voluntary Work programme in the local community or in the Personal Development 
programme which allows our pupils to experience a range of activities which develop important life skills 
outside the classroom.  
You will also find many opportunities to develop your leadership skills in the Sixth Form, whether as a 
prefect, as a peer mentor, as a member of the School Council or by taking a leadership role in your 
subject areas.  
And there is still time for relaxation in the Sixth Form Centre!  
Moving beyond GCSE into the Sixth Form is a big step whether you are returning to Astor Secondary 
School or joining us for the first time; we recognise this and we give you an opportunity to explore what 
being in the Sixth Form means as part of our Induction Programme in July to help you make the move 
successfully and to settle into life in the Sixth Form.  
Overall we believe we can offer you a really good experience in the Sixth Form and we invite you warmly 
to come and be part of it. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr L Kane 
Headteacher  

Welcome to Astor Secondary School – Sixth Form 
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Why You Should Choose Astor Secondary School’s Sixth Form 

Opportunities 
to attend Sixth 

Form Conferences. 

Sixth Form Common 
Room with a kitchen 

and coffee/tea 
making facilities 

Sixth Form study 
block 

Small form 
groups 

Dedicated areas for 
Sixth Form students 
only, working on art-

based subjects 

Develop personal and 
social skills by being 

involved in the school’s 
special events. 

Form your own 
programme of study in 
negotiation with your 

Tutor.  Produce your own 
action plan. 

Good careers 
advice and 
guidance. 

Help provided with 
time management, 

revision programmes, 
university applications. 

OFSTED SAID - Rated “Good” 
Sixth-form students are, rightly, extremely positive 

about the education they receive. Teachers have expert 
subject knowledge.  Students are challenged and 

motivated by their study programmes.  Sixth-form 
students with SEND are well supported. 

Students do well when they need to retake their GCSEs 
in English and mathematics.  Sixth-form students 
receive strong careers guidance.  They are well 

prepared for their next steps.  
Ofsted Report - January 2020 

Student Life At Astor 

Joining a new school:  
 
I am currently in Year 12.  I previously went to Dover Grammar School for Girls and left after Year 11.  I 
was quite nervous to join a new school after being at the same school for 5 years, but once I joined I 
quickly realised I did not need to be nervous.  I have really enjoyed being at Astor and the school offers 
such a wide range of subjects.  
 
On our first day we got to spend time with our new form and meet our form tutor and it was really nice 
getting to know everyone.  The teachers were all so welcoming and always make sure you are getting on 
okay in lessons.  All teachers are so encouraging.  
 
As Sixth Form students, we have lots of free periods which we use to catch up on work, do homework 
and socialise, allowing us to feel more independent.  
 
I have only been at Astor for a few months, but those few months have been great and everybody is 
willing to help you.  
 
Hannah Aldridge. 
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In September – like most did - I started year 12, here at Astor Secondary School.  Since starting Sixth 
Form, I’ve noted the new experiences to discuss with you here. 
 
Prior to this year, I had started my endeavours at Astor in 2017 as a fresh faced and naïve Year 7 and 
growing over five years into a world weary, hardened veteran of secondary education.  Of course, I’m 
joking.  For the most part those five years were wonderful, although occasionally it took some 
retrospection to understand that.  Through that time, I grew a connection to the school, meaning that 
after the infamous GCSEs were done with and I’d attained grades which stand as some strong 
foundations for my overindulged ego I had no desire whatsoever to continue anywhere else.  I’d 
achieved all my academic success here and I wasn’t keen to work towards A-levels anywhere else.  I 
couldn’t imagine being more comfortable anywhere else. 
 
Onto the subject of A-levels, I chose: English literature, Drama and Media Studies.  On top of that, I am 
doing an EPQ (extended project qualification) which – in complete honesty - is more or less UCAS fodder, 
but it helps to build and exercise useful skills for the future and upon completion it can only help with a 
potential university application.  As for my main three subjects, I can confidently say that I’m satisfied 
with my choices.  I enjoy all three greatly.  Now, when hearing about A-levels you may have heard a 
reference to “the jump” - a term used when discussing the difficulty between the work associated with 
GCSEs and A-levels.  As far as difficulty of the work is concerned (from my experience at least) it is only 
slightly tougher than the work in year 10 and 11.  Although, the workload... Allow me to tell you an old 
Greek tale. 
 

There was once a man named Sisyphus.  He was the king of a city named Ephyra.  Throughout his 
life, Sisyphus cheated death twice – angering the god of the dead and the king of the underworld, 
“Hades”.   As punishment, Hades damned Sisyphus by forcing him to push an immensely heavy 
boulder up a hill and whenever it would reach the top it would roll back down to the bottom and 
Sisyphus would be forced to push it up to the top again and again for all eternity. 

 
D’you get it?  Did you catch the incredibly subtle allegory? 
 
I’m obviously exaggerating.  My point is that the amount of work required from you is significantly more 
than before, but it is certainly manageable. To help, in Sixth Form you are afforded ILPs (independent 
learning periods) or as they’re more commonly known “frees”.  These give you time to complete the 
work your subjects give you to be done outside of lesson time.  If you use them wisely, you should have 
no trouble keeping up.  Although, “using them wisely” can be a task much easier said than done but 
you’ll soon adjust.  There is also plenty of support from your teachers to help you, should you seek it. 
 
As a Sixth Former, you are also given several welcome benefits.  For example, during lunch you are free 
to go off site, blazers are replaced by “appropriate” black 
jumpers of your choosing and (my favourite) a new, well-earned 
superiority complex.  I really hope you find these jokes funny. 
 
All in all, the Sixth Form experience here is lovely and it would be 
a great choice for anyone considering either continuing their 
time here or joining on for the first time. 
 
George Rowe 
 

Student Life At Astor 
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A Sixth Form course allows you to prepare effectively for your future and to widen your options should 
you change your plans.  It may be that you require certain Advanced Level qualifications for the career 
you have in mind and so you need to commit yourself to further study. 
 
Alternatively, you may be looking for an opportunity to improve the qualifications you gained in Year 
11 but do not feel ready to tackle A-Levels.  To this end we run the BTEC, VTCT and 2:1:2 Preparing for 
Employment Programs.  Intermediate courses have proved to be a major success, offering the 
opportunity for students to improve qualifications. 
 
What has Astor got to offer? 
Most importantly for you, it has a good examination record.  The student success rate at all levels is 
encouragingly high, therefore you have an excellent chance of success at Astor and surely that is the 
main purpose for carrying on with your education.  
 
"Why is there such a high success rate?" Partly because of you! 
 
You need to make a conscious decision to stay on because you want to or need to and therefore you 
are willing to learn.  You will be in smaller classes and will have more of the teacher's time available to 
you. 
 
Continuity of Study  
Staying on in the Sixth Form provides continuity and security at a time perhaps when a change might 
slow down your academic momentum.  If you stay in a place you know, there will be more continuity 
to your studies.  There will be no 'settling in' period to undergo and few new teachers to meet and 
therefore you will be less anxious about external factors.  This means you will be better able to 
concentrate on your work.  The staff are also very aware of the needs of the students joining us from 
other schools.  With this in mind, tutors take great care to get to know new students as quickly as 
possible.  We often find that students new to the school settle in so quickly that after only a few 
weeks, they seem to have been here since they were eleven! 
 
At the same time, the Sixth Form offers you the opportunity to be treated as a responsible individual, 
without expecting you to be totally independent.  Many of you will appreciate this transition from 
student to adult and it will prepare you for the greater freedom you will experience later, once you 
leave school and go into the wider world! 
 
The Sixth Form gives you opportunities to show initiative and accept responsibility if you want to - and 
remember, in the Sixth Form you can enjoy yourself as well as study.  As a Sixth Former you can take 
part in a number of extra-curricular activities and contribute to the school as well as gain from it.   
 
Management of time is important and students will need to come to terms with an increased workload 
and the meeting of deadlines.  Students will find it helpful to use the diary that we provide to log 
important dates and deadlines as this helps to plan work.   
 
Parental awareness of the students' workload is vital, students are expected to study at home and we 
ask parents to be supportive in this matter.   
 
Remember, the Sixth Form is only one of a number of opportunities available to you.  However, for 
many of you it will be the best route to take to help achieve the career you want. 

Advice for Year 11 Students 
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The Sixth Form Committee is a body of students responsible for expressing the views of the Sixth Form as 
a whole.  It meets on a regular basis to discuss school and specifically Sixth Form matters, to arrange a 
social programme and liaise with the Head Teacher and the teaching staff. 
 
The Committee consists of representatives elected from the Lower Sixth, specific post holders elected 
from the Upper Sixth and an invited member of staff.  As far as possible the Committee takes 
responsibility for the Sixth Form.  The invited member of staff gives help and advice but, on the whole, 
the representatives are encouraged to make the most of the opportunity provided by the Committee to 
develop their personal and social skills. 
 
All years in the school have representatives on the School 
Committee, which meets on a regular basis.  Sixth Formers 
hold key positions and offer vital guidance to younger 
members who, as a result, gain experience in offering ideas, 
discussing issues and influencing decisions which concern 
the life of the school.  

The Sixth Form 

Astor Secondary School prides itself on the strength and quality of its Sixth Form, which will consist of 
about 120 students next year.  There is a considerable variety of opportunity, and Sixth Form students 
are encouraged to formulate their own programme of study in negotiation with tutors and in the light of 
guidance from Careers Staff.  Courses of study in the Sixth Form may last one, two or three years.  
Students learn how to produce individual action plans and log their progress and achievements.   
 
Astor considers the development of 
personal and social skills to be of great 
importance and, to that end, the day-to-
day organisation of the school and its 
programme of special events involve 
the Sixth Form fully.  This complements 
and enhances our full and well 
established Intermediate and Advanced 
level programmes.  The policy runs 
neatly alongside and within the 
academic framework. 
 
The Tutor Period enables tutors to monitor students' progress and to give advice on such things as time 
management, revision programmes and university application.  It is intended that students will have the 
opportunity to attend Sixth Form conferences and courses at a variety of universities. 
 
Sixth Formers have a dedicated area with new computers, a study area, kitchen facilities and social 
space. 

Students from Astor's Sixth Form go on to: 
 
 Universities in the UK and abroad 
 Colleges of Higher Education 
 Art Colleges 
 Training Placements  
 Apprenticeships 
 and a wide range of employment. 
 
The good reputation of Astor's Sixth Form is often an asset 
to students applying locally for courses or jobs. 

The Sixth Form Committee 
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Careers Education and Guidance 

Careers education and guidance is available throughout Years 12 and 13 on both a group and 
individual basis, differentiated according to the student's individual needs.  
 
Students are kept informed of Careers Conventions and Open Days in Further and Higher Education 
Institutions.  The monitoring of progress and careers guidance is regarded as an important part of the 
role of the Sixth Form tutor, in partnership with the Head of Careers and the Careers Advisor from 
CXK. 
 
A programme of group work sessions and conference days will be available to all students.  This 
enables students to address their own needs and preferences and encourages the student to take 
responsibility for his/her own learning and planning for the future.  This programme will enable 
students to plan, carry out self-assessment and make decisions, and encourage them to become 
more aware of the opportunities available.  The programme will be delivered through individual self-
study, group work and tutorial sessions.  The Careers Library is available to all students to undertake 
their individual research about their future.  Students considering continuing their education at 
university can attend the Kent Higher Education Convention and the Open Days at the University of 
Kent or Canterbury Christ Church University. 

The monitoring of progress and careers guidance is 
regarded as an important part of the role of the 

Sixth Form tutor. 
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Induction 

Prospective Sixth Form students are given information about the Sixth Form Curriculum throughout the 
Spring Term.  The Prospectus is on-line, as are individual subject videos, on the school web site. 
 
During the end of the Spring Term students will be invited to an interview in order to review their chosen 
course of study. 
 
Students are invited to apply to the Sixth Form by using the on-line applications system at 
www.kentprospectus.co.uk.  Students should also write a letter to the Headteacher, requesting a place in 
Astor's Sixth Form. 
 
Throughout the remainder of the year, staff are on hand to answer timetable questions and offer 
guidance on the next stage of the student's education.  The Induction Programme will run from Monday, 
26 June to 28 June 2023 (provisional).  It is offered by way of an introduction to the Sixth Form.  At this 
stage, personal action plans are formulated and summer work is given out.  Where necessary, students 
keep in touch throughout the summer holiday and are advised in the light of their examination results. 
 
Staff will be available when results are published to give advice and support.  Any students who join us 
from another school will be expected to either produce their results on the GCSE Results Day or before 
we start back to school in September, so we can ensure the required grades have been obtained for their 
chosen course of study.  
 
During the first few days of the Autumn Term, Sixth Form tutors work closely with students and subject 
staff to produce the most appropriate individual timetable . 
 
Study Skills 
Students also take part in courses covering study skills and time management throughout the year. 
 
Attendance 
We realise that students will need to undertake some areas of study off the school site, but in order to 
maintain matters of Health and Safety, students must sign out.  However, attendance is required on a 
regular basis.  Registration is vitally important as it enables tutors to pass on essential information and it 
gives students a chance to raise issues. 
 
We ask students to complete self-certification forms stating clearly reasons for absence.  We are not 
permitted to allow students to take holidays or make appointments during school time. 
 
Commitment to studies is of paramount importance.  We do realise that a majority of students will have 
part-time jobs, and they can enrich a student's experiences.  However, students must take care to ensure 
that part-time work does not interfere with their education and it is recommended therefore, that 
students do not work anymore than 8 hours each week.  Time and priority must be given to studies. 

Further information is available from 
Mrs J Walton, Head of 6th Form   
Mr S Davies, Deputy Head of 6th Form  
Telephone 01304 201 151 

http://www.ucasprogress.com
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Your Guide 

Your timetable and courses 
Your first requirement is to follow your timetable.  
Although there may be some flexibility, on the whole your 
timetable is a contract that you have negotiated and you 
can expect to be held to it.  You will be expected to work 
hard in class and private study, producing assignments to 
staff satisfaction.  If, however, you should experience 
difficulties in meeting deadlines or standards, then contact 
the appropriate staff at an early stage. 
 
Remember, the staff want you to succeed and will be 
willing to do all they can to help you, if you are willing to 
help yourself.   

Entry Requirements 
Level 3 Subjects (Advanced Level courses) 
 Five GCSEs at 4 or above, or the equivalent Level 2 qualifications, in five different subjects. 
 Students wishing to study A-Level courses which are 100% exam based such as sociology or  

psychology, will need to have demonstrated appropriate skills at GCSE level. 
 A Grade 4 or above in GCSE English Language and GCSE Mathematics is preferable.  Any students who 

have not achieved this, must resit GCSE English Language and/or GCSE Mathematics. 
 
Level 2 Subjects (Intermediate Level Courses) and Preparation for Employment Programme 
 These are open to students who have not achieved five or more GCSEs at 4 or above and are 

equivalent to 3/4 GCSEs. 
 Any students who have not achieved a Grade 4 or above in GCSE English Language and/or GCSE 

Mathematics must resit the subjects until achieved. 
 
How to Apply 
 Fill in an on-line application via www.kentprospectus.co.uk. 
 Write a letter of application to the Headteacher. 
 All individual applications will be considered on their own merits.   
 
Progression to Year 13 is dependent on satisfactory completion of Year 12 courses. 

Regulations 
As a Sixth Former, you deserve to be treated 
with respect, and do not face all the rules 
affecting younger students.  You are asked to 
wear Sixth Form uniform, which is something 
the students voted for, designed and take a 
great deal of pride ln.  Smoking is not 
permitted on or near the school site.  Apart 
from this, you are merely asked to act 
sensibly and respect the school's facilities.  It 
is important for you to present a good 
example to younger students who do, 
undoubtedly, look up to Sixth Form students. 
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Private Study 
You will have a certain number of Independent 
Learning Periods (ILPs) set aside for supervised 
private study.  These are indicated on your timetable 
and take place on school premises.  You will be 
expected to do follow-up work within these periods. 
 
Although Sixth Form tutors are happy to provide 
guidance and support wherever it is needed, students 
are encouraged to take responsibility for their own 
programmes of study. 

Prefects 
All Sixth Formers can apply for the 
position of Prefect.  All successful 
applicants take up an important role in 
the running of the school.  The 
position of Prefect at Astor provides 
students with the opportunity to take 
on responsibility and develop their 
leadership and social skills. 

Uniform 
 Black trousers and black socks 
 Black skirt and white socks or black/natural tights 
 Sixth Form tie  

The above are available from Channel Uniforms in 
Folkestone 

 White blouse or shirt 
 Black shoes 
 Students may also wear either a plain v-necked 

sweater or a plain v-necked cardigan or a plain 
black blazer or jacket  

 No extreme hairstyles are permitted in the 6th 
Form. 

Beyond Examinations 
Sixth Form education is not just about examinations.  There are many other opportunities - in the past 
there has been a mini-company, Young Enterprise Scheme, European work experience, European study 
breaks, drama productions, theatre visits, computing, work in the community, charitable fund raising, 
helping younger students, work experience, first aid, sport and fitness, public speaking, discos, ice skating 
and various school holidays spring immediately to mind.  
 
Students are also encouraged to attend University Summer Schools, Careers Conventions and Open Days 
with the school or as Individuals. 
 
Tutors 
You will be in a small tutor group for pastoral and administration purposes.  There is a fine balance 
between the need for the Sixth Form to be seen as one unit and the desire to create close working 
relationships.  To this end, your tutor will be an experienced teacher who will take responsibility for your 
immediate welfare. 
 
Monitoring a Student's Progress 
It is important that students are aware how they are progressing with their studies, as they advance 
through the Sixth Form.  To aid monitoring, the student, his or her tutor and teachers are involved in 
regular progress reports.  In addition to these opportunities, someone from the Sixth Form team will 
always be happy to meet with students and/or parents at short notice.  Continuation on courses will 
depend on satisfactory reviews and subject performance. 
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Dates for Your Diary 

TERM DATES 

Term Start Finish 

1 1 September 2023 20 October 2023 

2 30 October 2023 15 December 2023 

3 2 January 2024 9 February 2024 

4 19 February 2024 28 March 2024 

5 15 April 2024 24 May 2024 

6 3 June 2024 23 July 2024 

Please note—these dates have not yet been confirmed 

and do not include any development days. 

GCSE Results Day and final registration for 6th Form  Thursday, 24 August 2023 * tbc 

Application forms Due by      Friday 13 January 2023 

Induction Days        Monday 18 to Wednesday 28 June 2023 * tbc 

Student Agreement 

The success of the Sixth Form at Astor is something of which we are all proud.  This success has been 
achieved through close team work involving the student, the tutors and the parents/guardians.  To 
ensure the continuation of this success we would like all concerned to agree to the following points as a 
basis for ensuring the continuation of this success. 
 
The school will provide: 
 

1. Appropriate courses and progression. 
2. Continuing advice on careers and further and higher education. 
3. Regular monitoring of and reporting on a student's progress. 
4. Access to help and advice from a team of Personal Tutors. 
5. An easily accessible framework for parental consultation. 
 
The student will: 
 

1. Make a commitment to full attendance at each school session, including registration (8.45am to 
3.05pm). 

2. Remain on site to complete private study during ILPs. 
3. Agree that their progression throughout a Sixth Form course is dependent upon them having 

satisfactorily completed the previous aspects of the course. 
4. Follow an agreed, full course of study, including GCSE Mathematics and GCSE English re-sits, where a 

grade 4 or above has not been achieved. 
5. Take part in the day-to-day running of the school, in accordance with the position as role model and 

as their timetable allows. 
6. Agree to adhere to the Sixth Form code of dress, together with appropriate use of Sixth Form 

facilities. 
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The Curriculum 

Courses Available and Entry Requirements 
 
A wide range of GCE A-Level, BTEC and OCR Technical courses are available, the content of which is 
described in more detail later in this guide.  In line with the school's policy of providing students with 
meaningful course progression, we also provide several Intermediate Level programmes. 
 
A-Level, BTEC Level 3 and OCR Technical Courses 
A-Level qualifications will gain a student entry at higher level to many aspects of employment and higher 
education.  They involve a greater depth of specialist study.  A good grade at GCSE (usually at 4 or above) 
is required for entry to these courses. (See course details later in this prospectus for further information.) 
 
Employability Skills 
All students In Year 13 will undertake a program of employment related activities to prepare for the world 
of work. 
 
Intermediate Level 2 Courses 
An Intermediate course is normally a one year course, and a pass is equivalent to 3/4 GCSE passes at 
Grades 9 to 4.   
Available at Astor are: 
 VTCT Hairdressing and VTCT Barbering 
 Preparing for Employment Program 
 
For details, see further on in the prospectus. 

How to Choose Your Course 
If you would like to join Astor's Sixth Form and have not already applied, contact: 
 

The Headteacher 
Astor Secondary School 
Astor Avenue 
DOVER 
Kent 
CT17 OAS 

 
Before making any choices please ensure that you are fully aware of how courses will be structured. 
 
The course of studies which you will follow in the Sixth Form needs to have a number of ingredients in 
order to be successful and of use in later life.  The following questions will help you judge whether or not 
the course you have in mind will help you: 
 

 Is it going to improve your range of skills and knowledge? 
 Is it going to improve your range of qualifications? 
 Is it going to equip you for the jobs or careers in which you are interested? 
 Is it going to enable you to compete for places in further education, higher education or employment? 
 Are you going to cope with the workload? 
 Are you going to have enough work to do? 
 Are you going to enjoy it? 
 
You must also apply online at www.kentprospectus.co.uk  
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The Curriculum Explained 

The Curriculum Explained 
 
Here at Astor Secondary School, we believe that the curriculum we are offering to our post-16 students 
not only meets the criteria set by the Government but, in terms of supporting breadth, depth and 
flexibility, offers them exciting opportunities. 
 
Intermediate Programme 
We are pleased to offer three courses at Level 2: 
 VTCT Hairdressing and VTCT Barbering 
 Preparing for Employment Programme 
 
These subjects favour the "hands on" approach and are totally reliant on coursework, portfolios and 
practical work.  The students who take these courses will have at least one day a week with a local 
employer, doing a work placement in their particular field of expertise.  The courses have a real practical 
element and are always scenario-led.  The studies include role play, functional skills and useful tasks that 
truly relate to the students' chosen subject areas. 
 
Advanced Programme 
To study an Advanced level programme in the Sixth Form, you need to have passed five GCSEs at Grade 4  
or better in all five subjects.   
 
Students wishing to study on A-Level courses which are 100% exam-based such as Psychology and 
Sociology will need to have demonstrated appropriate skills at GCSE. 
 
How many subjects do I have to choose? 
You should choose three or four subjects at the beginning of your Sixth Form course.  These can be any 
combination of GCE A-Level, BTEC or OCR Technicals.   
 
Further advice will be given in your interview. 
 
GCSE Courses 
All students who have not achieved a grade 4 or above in Maths or English will need to continue with 
these GCSEs until a grade 4 or above is achieved. 
 
Year 12 students who have achieved both Maths and English at GCSE will take one of the Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ), Production Arts or Artsmark Gold. 
 
Look at what's on offer at www.kentprospectus.co.uk 

http://www.ucasprogress.com
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Biology (A-Level) 

Entry Requirements - 5 GCSEs at 4 or above, including Science  
Contact - Mrs S Falconbridge 
Qualification - AS/A2 

About the Course 
Biology, like all sciences, is a practical subject. 
 

Throughout the course you will carry out practical activities which will give you the skills and confidence 
needed to investigate the way living things behave and work. It will also ensure that if you choose to 
study a Biology based subject at University, you'll have the practical skills needed to carry out successful 
experiments in your degree. 
 
Although this subject will require all units (both AS and A2) to be assessed at the end of Year 13,  
students can also take the stand alone AS qualification at the end of Year 12. 
 

'Biology is bigger than physics. It enjoys bigger budgets, a bigger workforce, and achieves more major 
discoveries. Biology is likely to remain the biggest part of science through the twenty-first century.' 

Freeman Dyson, theoretical physicist and mathematician. 

Subject Content 
First Year 
1. Biological molecules 
2. Cells 
3. Organisms exchange substances with their environment 
4. Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms 
 
Second Year  
5. Energy transfers in and between organisms 
6. Organisms respond to changes in their internal and external environments  
7. Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems 
8. The control of gene expression 
 
There is no coursework for this course. However, performance during practicals will be assessed.  There 
are three exams at the end of the two years for A-Level (2hrs each).  15% of marks for A-Level are based 
on practicals. 

What could this qualification lead to? 
A-Level biology is essential if you are considering applying to university to study biology, zoology, 
ecology, animal science, marine biology, life sciences, medicine, environmental science, forensic science 
or any other subject related to the natural world. 
 
Possible career choices that require A-Level biology include: biological testing, biotechnology, 
independent research, food industry jobs, nutrition, medicine, doctor, nurse, veterinarian, zoologist, 
zookeeper, animal care, veterinary nurse, scientist, amongst a huge range of others. 
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About the Course 
OCR Cambridge Technicals Level 3 in Business are designed to give you a practical understanding about 
how businesses work and will put you at an advantage in your future career plans.  It is an introduction 
to the world of work and it opens doors to a wide range of university degree courses. 
 
Why study this course? 
 
Aimed at anyone who wishes to develop an understanding of business operations, this course will help 
you to appreciate how and why business decisions are made and how they affect a variety of people, 
both within the business and in the greater community. 
  
You will study the internal business functions such as Finance, Marketing and Market Research, 
Production, Human Resources and Customers and Communication, as well as external factors such as 
Law, Economics and Politics. 

Business (OCR Cambridge Technical) 

Subject Content 
 

OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical Certificate in Business  
(equivalent to 1 AS) (180 GLH - Guided Learning Hours) 
Year 1 
Unit 1: The business environment (Exam unit) 
Unit 4:  Customers and communication 
  
OCR Level 3 Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate in Business 
(equivalent to 1 A-Level) (360 GLH - Guided Learning Hours) 
Year 1 
Unit 1: The business environment (Exam unit) 
Unit 4:  Customers and communication 
 
Year 2 
Unit 2:  Working in business (Exam unit) 
Unit 5:  Marketing and market research 
Unit 8:  Introduction to human resources 

Entry Requirements - 5 GCSEs at 4 or above  
Contact - Mrs R Krauspe 
Qualification - OCR Cambridge Technicals Level 3 in Business  

What could this qualification lead to? 
The knowledge and experience of business you develop through this course will be invaluable for 
future employment in a wide range of settings.  You can consider an apprenticeship or courses in higher 
education and take on roles such as business manager, purchasing manager, customer service 
manager, sales accounts manager or move on to a teaching career. 
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About the Course 
If students choose 3D Design/Ceramics, they will have their own discrete Sixth 
Form studio space, in which students can work independently outside of 
timetabled lessons. 
  
During the two-year A-Level course, students will spend the first year being 
introduced to a variety of new approaches and techniques such as: breeze block 
carving, plaster carving, mould making, wire-manipulation, wheel work, clay 
modelling and other clay techniques through a series of skills-based workshops.  In 
their second year they will be expected to produce a Personal Investigation which 
develops a technique/material of their choice.  This consists of a sketchbook with research, artist 
investigations and development of ideas with test pieces that relate to sketchbook work and a final 3-D 
outcome.  A course in three-dimensional design will enable you to select appropriate materials and 
learn how they fit together, develop an understanding of scale and experiment with texture and 
surface finish.  Students take part in trips to galleries and museums (when we can), broadening their 
subject knowledge and understanding of the creative culture to which they belong. 
  
Three-dimensional design is a great companion to all other subjects as creativity, imagination and 
problem-solving skills can give you great ideas for your other subjects.  It is the ideal opportunity to 
explore ideas and develop skills and is a great first step for those who wish to follow a course in art and 
design at university.  Its balance of practical, academic and analytical skills are widely transferable and 
students intending to study courses unrelated to art and design find that it complements their other 
subject choices. 

3D Design (A-Level) 

Subject Content 
A-Level Qualification  

Component 1: Personal investigation  Component 2: Externally Set Assignment  

Entry Requirements  for each of these courses -  5 GCSEs at 4 or above, one of which should be in a 
Visual Arts Subject (Fine Art, 3D Design, Graphic Communication, Photography) 
Contact – Mrs Fenwick 
Qualification - A-Level 3-D Design 

What could this qualification lead to?  
The world of work is changing.  With global economies and online markets, the Creative Industry is set to be 
one of the UK’s biggest employers.  So how could creativity enhance your employability?  You could go into 
advertising, architecture, arts and culture, craft, design, fashion, games, music, publishing, technology and TV 
and film.  The number of available jobs in creative arts and it is predicted that the creative industries could be 
worth £128.4billion to the UK economy by 2025 and help to create up to one million jobs by 2030. 
Employment opportunities can be grouped into, advertising and marketing, architecture, crafts, design, 
fashion, film, TV, video, radio and photography, IT, software and computer services, publishing, museums, 
galleries and libraries, music, performing and visual arts. 

Did you know… 
At Astor Secondary School we help students make the transition from secondary to tertiary education by 
working closely with establishments like the University for the Creative Arts and Canterbury Christ Church 
University.  These experiences provide students with experiences that prepare them to get into the right 
course and/or job. 
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Chemistry (A-Level) 

Entry Requirements - 5 GCSEs at 4 or above, including Science and Maths 
Contact - Mrs S Falconbridge 
Qualification - AS/A2 

About the Course 
Chemistry is a highly practical subject. 
 
The course is comprised of a range of required practical assessments 
reflecting the three different strands of the course; Physical, Organic and 
Inorganic Chemistry.  These are designed to develop skills and 
competencies throughout the course. 
 
Due to Government changes to curriculum policy from September 2015, 
this subject will require all units to be assessed at the end of Year 13.  
However, students can take the standalone AS qualification at the end of 
Year 12, which the A2 course, once competed, overwrites. 

Subject Content 
Whilst all modules to be studied are based on the three previously mentioned strands of Physical, 
Organic and Inorganic these include a number of key topics and an enhanced Mathematics 
environment. 
 
AS and First Year of A-Level 
1. Physical Atomic structure, amount of substance, quantitative analysis 
2. Inorganic Periodicity, Group2 Chemistry 
3. Organic Alkanes, Alkenes and Alcohols 
 
Second Year of A-Level 
1. Physical Rate equations, equilibrium constant and thermodynamics 
2. Inorganic Transition metals and reactions of ions 
3. Organic Polymers, aldehydes and analytical techniques 

What could this qualification lead to? 
A-Level Chemistry is essential if you are considering applying to university to study a number of courses 
including chemistry, life sciences, dentistry, medicine, environmental, forensic science, pharmacy or 
any other subject related to the material world. 
 
There are hundreds of careers that would value A-Level chemistry and any further studies including 
veterinary nursing, pharmacist, analytical chemist, laboratory technician, medicine and the medical 
sciences. 
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About the Course 
Creative Digital Media Production is an exciting, 
hands-on course aimed at students who have 
an interest in practical media and working in 
the creative media sector.   
 
Students will complete a wide range of projects 
that could eventually lead to further 
educational study or employment in; Film and 
Television, Sound Editing and Recording and 
Print-Based Media.  
 
This practical course teaches students not only 
how to create a final product but also the 
stages that lead up the creation of a final 
product through research tasks and written 
assignments.  

Creative Digital Media Production (BTEC) 

Subject Content 
A wide range of units are to be completed that give the student knowledge in the following creative 
media areas: 
• Film Production  
• Single Camera Techniques  
• Film Editing  
• Sound Editing  
• Sound Recording  

What could this qualification lead to? 
Former media students have progressed to university to 
study a wide range of subjects and many now have 
successful careers in media related employment including 
news reports, TV producers, journalists and Public 
Relations.  However, it's also a great course if you don’t 
want to go onto university, because it helps you develop 
skills, understanding and knowledge that many employers 
across lots of industries are looking for, including effective 
communication, project management and teamwork.  

Entry Requirements – 5 GCSEs at 4 or above 
Contact – Mrs R Krauspe / Mr A Farmer 
Qualification – BTEC Level 3 
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About the Course 
If you are fascinated by reading or watching programs about crime and you want to 
find out more, or even pursue a career working with offenders or in fields such as 
Law, policing, social work or forensics, why not take Criminology? 
 
What makes someone a serial killer?  How does a society decide what behaviour is 
criminal and what is OK?  Can you be born a criminal, or does stuff happen to people 
that turns them into criminals?  How can forensic officers work out how someone died just from a 
spatter of blood?  How can an insect tell you when someone was killed?  What exactly did Ted Bundy 
do?  How did Harold Shipman get away with so many murders?  Why was Colin Stagg sent to prison for 
something he never did?  What happens to someone once they go to prison? 
 
The course we study is two years and at the end you’ll have an Applied Level Three Diploma in 
Criminology.  The course is run by Dr Stubbs with a little help from guest speakers such as Professor 
Robin Bryant (CCCU), Shaun Taylor (DDC), visiting Police personnel and other forensic and crime 
experts from local colleges and universities.  Dr Stubbs loves finding out about crime and criminals, and 
has a large collection of books, DVDs and other resources to help you learn. 

Criminology (WJEC Diploma) 

Subject Content 

Entry Requirements - 5 GCSEs at 4 or above 
Contact - Dr C Stubbs 
Qualification – WJEC Diploma in Criminology 

What could this qualification lead to? 
You might just want to study it because it’s fascinating! However, it could take you into a range of 
careers such as forensics, psychology, pathology, social work, teaching or Law. Criminology is a good 
general subject, a bit of History comes into it, some Biology, lots of Psychology and Sociology too. It 
could help you with Maths when we look at statistics and tables of data. Geography comes into it, 
when we look at where crime is committed and profiling. We even need Graphics skills to complete 
the Unit One assessments and there are lots of opportunities to evaluate and assess, and write 
reports uniting your English skills.   It’s hard to think of an occupation or a university or college 
subject that you couldn’t use some of your Criminology skills in when applying.   If you don’t yet 
know what you want to do in the future, Criminology is a good general subject to take because it has 
so many transferable skills and knowledge bases. 

Unit Title Assessment 

1 
The unit looks at different types of crimes and why some crimes don’t get 
reported. You’ll also plan a campaign to raise awareness of an unreported 
crime.  

Controlled 
Assessment 

2 
This unit covers Theories of Crime, such as social learning theories, 
psychological theories and biological or genetic theories. 

Exam 

3 
This unit focuses on forensics, evidence, and how evidence and legal teams 
can secure a just verdict. At the end will ask you to examine a case and 
explain whether the verdict was safe or unsafe.  

Controlled 
Assessment 

4 
In this last section we learn about how Laws are made. We also look at the 
penal system and ask ‘Does punishment work?’  

Exam 
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A-Level Dance is a dynamic qualification which encourages students to 
develop their creative and intellectual capacity, alongside transferable 
skills such as team working, communication and problem solving.  All of 
these are sought-after skills by higher education and employers and 
will help them stand out in the workplace whatever their choice of 
career. 
 
This specification reflects both historical and current dance 
practitioners, including Bruce, Cherkaoui, Alston, Bourne and Khan; making it more relevant and 
inspiring a lifelong passion and appreciation for dance. 
 
We recognise the role of dance in young people’s lives and students will be able to study a range of 
dance styles.  We’ve set relevant and exciting sources for all choreography and broadened our areas of 
study.  Students can perform and choreograph in a style of their choice for the group work, providing it 
meets the assessment criteria. 
 
During A-Level Dance, you will develop advanced professional skills, rehearsing and showcasing a 
group choreography piece, whilst performing a quartet and a solo dance later in the year.  This course 
allows you to expand on your skills and knowledge from existing qualifications, whilst challenging you 
to reach the next level.  You will work from commissions set by AQA and explore creative dance whilst 
performing in the annual dance showcase at the end of the academic year. 

Dance (A-Level) 

Subject Content 
Component  1 - Performance and Choreography 50% 
Component 2 - Critical Engagement 50% 

Entry Requirements - 5 GCSEs at 4 or above - one in Dance and/or grade-related qualifications in 
registered Dance exams and one in English 
Contact - Mrs V Chamberlain and Mrs S Lodder 
Qualification - A-Level 

What could this qualification lead to? 
Performer, choreographer, teacher, costume designer, dance therapist or a company manager, 
support roles in the dance industry.   
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About the Course 
Drama at Key Stage 5 follows in succession from the Eduqas GCSE; Eduqas’s A-Level in Drama and 
Theatre. 
 
Throughout the course, students explore key influential theatre practitioners, gain considerable 
performance and design experience and develop reflective and analytical skills through the process of 
reviewing live and recorded theatre. 
 
The course is built of three components that focus on the creation, development and realisation of 
performance texts.  
 
Component 1 - Focuses on a re-interpretation of a chosen performance text. Subsequent written logs 
are taken alongside practical work.   
 
Component 2 -  Has two objectives.  

• The exploration and performance of a chosen modern text. interpretation of a chosen 
performance text.  

• A grouped devising project in the style of a chosen influential practitioner.  
 
Component 3 - A final exam exploring three study texts. 
 

Subsequent written reports are taken alongside practical work.   
 
Candidates have the choice to complete the course as either a theatre 
performer or design candidate (lighting). 

Drama & Theatre (A-Level) 

Entry Requirements - 5 GCSEs at Grade 4 or above  
Contact - Miss G Day / Mrs V Chamberlain 
Qualification - A-Level 

What could this qualification lead to? 
 
A-level Drama and Theatre Studies is useful for students considering 
Higher Education in any arts or humanities subject including English 
Language and Literature, Journalism, Dance, Music, Art and Design, 
and Media Studies. 
 
Career opportunities for students who study A Level Drama and 
Theatre Studies include: 
 
Arts and theatre administration, arts journalism, director, actor, designer, playwright, stage 
management, theatre management, theatrical agent, technician, broadcasting, media presenting, 
education, drama therapy and scriptwriting. 
 
It is also useful if you are considering a career which will require confident and articulate verbal 
presentation, as Drama and Theatre Studies develops self-confidence and the ability to speak in public 
with the clarity and vitality of expression to gain interest and be understood. 
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About the Course 
Engage in debate covering cutting edge and controversial issues generated 
through drama, poetry and prose.  Closely analyse texts examining form, 
language and theme.  Become a critic, persuading readers of the wonder of the 
text. 
  
Join the longest debate in civilisation . . . Plato wanted to ban poets . . . States 
try to suppress writers . . . Literature is dangerous. 
 
Think you can handle it?  Be warned: it changes people. 
Due to Government changes to curriculum policy from September 2015, this subject will require all 
units (both AS and A2) to be assessed at the end of Year 13. 
However, our intention is for students to take the standalone AS qualification at the end of Year 12. 

English Literature (A-Level) 

Subject Content 
AS-Level 
AS level consists of two examined components.  The first examined component focuses on Shakespeare 
and Poetry Pre-1900.  The second component explores Post-1900 drama and prose.  Both exams enable 
candidates to explore individual works of literature, relationships between texts and significant cultural 
and contextual influences. 
  
A-Level 
A-Level consists of two examined components and one coursework component.  The two exams are 
equally weighted and offer opportunities for candidates to provide extended exploratory written 
responses.  The first examined component focuses on drama and poetry pre-1900.  The second 
examined component 'Comparative and Contextual Study' will offer the candidates the opportunity to 
study text thematically linked. 
  
A-Level also includes a coursework component worth 20% of the final award. Candidates are required 
to study three texts from across the genres of poetry, drama and prose.  Task one is a recreative piece 
with a commentary and task two is a 'linked text' essay, focusing on connections and comparisons 
between two texts. 
  
Study during the course will include: extensive reading and analysis of set texts, background reading 
and research, note taking, summaries, debate, discussion, presentation, extended essay writing and 
independent thinking.  

Entry Requirements - 5 GCSEs at 4 or above, including English Language and Literature 
Contact - Miss R Chapman 
Qualification - AS/A2 

What could this qualification lead to? 
Most careers involve written communication.  The obvious examples include advertising, marketing, 
writing, journalism, proofreading, copy editing, law, consultancy, business, teaching, performing arts, 
academia, government, linguistics, foreign languages, media and design.  However, careers in the 
sciences, engineering, technology and maths also require the ability to write proposals, academic 
papers and articles and communicating with others is key to getting funding for projects and reaching 
people with your work. 
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About the Course 
The Extended Project is one of a choice of compulsory 
options for those students who have already gained 5 
or more A* to C grades at GCSE, including English and 
Maths. 
  
The Extended project is to help you to develop and 
improve your own learning and performance as a 
critical, reflective and independent learner.  You will 
also develop and apply decision-making and problem 
solving skills; extend your skills in time management, 
planning, research, critical thinking, evaluation and 
presentation.  As part of the project you work on, you should also develop and apply skills creatively, 
demonstrating initiative and enterprise. 
  
You will have the freedom to choose the theme for your project - perhaps you’d like to do it on a 
subject you’re studying or an area of personal interest?  You can also decide how you present your final 
outcome. It could be a design, an artefact, a performance, an investigation or a dissertation. 

Extended Project (1 Year) 

Subject Content 
You’ll be assessed on four areas: 
 Managing a project     
 Using resources 
 Developing and realising a project   
 Reviewing a project 

Entry Requirements - 5 GCSEs at 4 or above, including English and Maths  
Contact - Mrs Walton 
Qualification - AS Level, worth 50% of an A-Level 

What could this qualification lead to? 
As a standalone qualification, the Extended Project is equivalent to half an A-Level and is worth up to 20 
UCAS points. 
  
The range of skills you can develop as you plan, manage and review your project will be relevant in 
further and higher education and in employment. 
  
The Extended Project is recognised by a growing number of higher education institutions and it may 
help you stand out from the crowd if you can show that you’ve taken your A-Level knowledge a step 
further, particularly where you’re applying to study that subject.  



 

25 

Why study Fine Art? 
Are you creative and imaginative?  Do you enjoy exploring ideas and looking at 
things in different ways?  If so, you should consider a course in fine art with 
AQA.  Fine art is about looking, learning, thinking and communicating.  You will 
enjoy developing your understanding of the visual world, learning practical skills 
and responding to ideas and issues in ways that are personal to you.  Fine art 
offers opportunities to use your creativity to express yourself.  You will develop 
your understanding of creative processes, your ability to observe and to think, 
to solve problems and to communicate in a visual way.  It will enable you to 
work independently and to make your own discoveries by exploring ideas, 
other artists’ work and different materials and techniques.  Fine art gives you 
the skills and knowledge to create personal and imaginative work.  If you have 
an adventurous, creative and enquiring mind and are excited by shaping and determining the visual 
world around us, there is a career opportunity waiting for you. 
About the Course 
Pupils at Astor have enjoyed many successes through the A-Level Fine Art course.  Students each have 
their own discrete Sixth Form Fine Art studio spaces, in which students work independently outside of 
timetabled lessons.  Students are introduced to a variety of experiences that explore a range of fine art 
media, processes and techniques; becoming more aware of both traditional and new media.  Students 
will explore the use of drawing for different purposes, using a variety of methods and media on a 
variety of scales.  Students use sketchbooks/workbooks/journals to underpin their work where 
appropriate. 

Fine Art (A-Level) 

Subject Content 
A-Level Qualification  

Component 1 - you will develop work for a personal investigation into an idea, issue, concept or 
theme supported by written material.  This will count for 60% of your total A-level marks. 
Component 2 - you will produce personal work in response to one of eight exciting starting points 
which will count for 40% of your total A-level marks.   

The Fine Art A-level is a practical course in which you learn by doing, so you will be able to create 
imaginative personal work. You will find out about a whole range of media, techniques and processes.  

Entry Requirements -  5 GCSEs at 4 or above, one of which should be in a Visual Arts Subject (Fine Art, 
3D Design, Graphic Communication, Photography) 
Contact – Mr Clue 
Qualification - A-Level 

What could this qualification lead to?  
Further study and opportunities after studying Fine Art at A-Level could include various possible 
degree options including: Applied arts, Architecture, Art history, Art therapy, Digital media, Fine art 
painting, Fine art printmaking, Fine art sculpture, Game design, Illustration, Industrial design, Interior 
architecture and design, Visual communication and Visual effects for film and television.  Possible 
career options after studying a fine art related degree at university can give you all sorts of exciting 
career opportunities, including:  Architect, Art technician, Art therapist, Art valuer, Artist in residence, 
Arts administrator, Community arts worker, Illustrator, Lecturer, Multimedia artist, Mural artist, 
Museum/gallery curator, Painter, Printmaker, Sculptor and Teacher. 
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About the Course 
Studying geography at A Level opens up a world of opportunity for students.  Human and Physical 
Geography are both studied.  We have forged links with ‘Geography In Action’ and go annually to their 
conference in London where students listen to inspirational and topical lectures.  
 
Geography combines well with almost all subjects.  Taken with sciences, geography supports 
applications for almost any science-based university course; taken with humanities, geography supports 
an equally wide range of university courses such as business, law, media, politics and philosophy.  Many 
students choose to use their qualification to go straight into employment, rather than go on to higher 
education.  Because A Level Geography develops the transferable and key skills that employers are 
looking for, they can lead to a very wide range of employment opportunities.  The qualification can also 
lead to further training in such areas as the law, accountancy and journalism.  
 
Students build on knowledge gained at GCSE.  The course consists of both Human and Physical 
Geography and uses research skills to develop learning.  Research is completed both in the classroom 
and out on fieldwork.  Here, the students have the opportunity to go on a four-day residential fieldwork 
trip.  In recent years the Geography Department has visited Malham Tarn Field Centre in North 
Yorkshire and Skerne Lodge Field Centre in North Devon.  This allows students to complete their 
coursework (NEA) which is worth 20% of the final A level grade.  
 
We follow the AQA exam board’s specification. All units mentioned below are assessed at the end of 
Year 13.  

Geography (A-Level) 

Subject Content 
Physical Geography 

Water and Carbon Cycles. 
Hot Deserts systems and landscapes OR Coastal Systems and landscapes OR Glacial Systems and 
landscapes. 
Hazards or Ecosystems Under Stress 

 
Human Geography 

Global systems and global governance. 
Changing places. 
Contemporary urban environments OR Population and the environment OR Resource security. 

Entry Requirements - 5 GCSEs at 4 or above, including Geography 
Contact - Dr J Wilkinson 
Qualification - A-Level 

What could this qualification lead to? 
Town or transport planning, surveying, conservation, 
sustainability, waste and water management, 
environmental planning, tourism, weather forecasting, 
charity work, international relations army, police, 
government, research organisations, environmental law, 
business, journalism. 
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Gold Arts Award (Level 3 Certificate) (Part of EPQ) 

Entry Requirements - 5 GCSE's (including English, Maths and Science) 
Contact - Mrs Bates 
Qualification - The award has 16 points on the UCAS tariff. 

About the Course 
The Gold Arts Award is one of a choice of compulsory options for those students who have already 
gained 5 or more A* to C grades at GCSE, including English and Maths. 
  
The Gold Arts Award is to help you to develop and improve your own learning and performance as a 
critical, reflective and independent learner.  You will also develop and apply decision-making and 
problem solving skills; extend your skills in time management, planning, research, critical thinking, 
evaluation and presentation.   

Subject Content 
To achieve a Gold Arts Award, young people collect evidence in an individual arts portfolio of their 
experiences of: 
 
Personal arts development 
• extending their own arts practice, experiencing another art form and 

creating new work 
• identifying and being involved in the world of the arts through 

placements, volunteering, training and research 
• reviewing arts events/experiences and finding out about artists and 

their career paths 
• making the case for an arts issue and communicating the case 
 
Leadership of an arts project 
• planning a project, identifying the project's aims and outcomes 
• organising the people and resources 
• delivering the project and managing the effectiveness of the project 
• managing a public showing/sharing of the work 
• reviewing their leadership development and finding effective ways to collect and evaluate feedback 

from participants, audience members and other stakeholders 

What could this qualification lead to? 
Going for Gold shows you're serious about your art, and you've got both creativity and determination 
(looks good on your CV too!) 
 
As a standalone qualification, the Gold Arts Award is worth 16 UCAS points. 
  
Gold Arts Award is our highest recognition of your abilities as a creative arts leader.  At Gold level, you 
are working as an arts practitioner while broadening your horizons within the arts world.  Working at 
this level will extend your creativity, communication, planning, teamwork and leadership skills, and will 
support your progression through any education, training or career pathway.  
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About the Course 
Pupils at Astor have enjoyed many successes through the A-Level Graphic Communication course. 
 
Graphic Communication students each have their own discrete Sixth Form studio spaces, in which 
students work independently outside of timetabled lessons.  Students are introduced to a variety of 
experiences that explore a range of graphic communication media, processes and techniques; 
becoming more aware of both traditional and new media.  Students will explore the use of drawing for 
different purposes, using a variety of methods and media on a variety of scales.  Students use 
sketchbooks/workbooks/journals to underpin their work where appropriate. 
 
Students are required to work in one or more area(s) of Graphic communication, such as those listed.  
They may explore overlapping areas and combinations of areas, interactive media (including web, app 
and game design), advertising, packaging design, design for print, illustration, communication graphics, 
branding, multimedia, motion graphics design for film and television. 
 
Students are introduced to a variety of new approaches and techniques and are taught through a series 
of skills-based workshop.  Students take part in trips to galleries and museums (when we can), 
broadening subject knowledge and understanding of the creative culture to which they belong.  

Graphic Communication (A-Level) 

Subject Content 
There is synoptic assessment in both components of the A-level that provide stretch 
and challenge opportunities for students as follows: 
Component 1 - students develop work based on an idea, issue, concept or theme 
leading to a finished outcome or a series of related finished outcomes.  Practical 
elements should make connections with some aspect of contemporary or past 
practice of artist(s), designer(s), photographers or craftspeople and include written 
work of no less than 1000 and no more than 3000 words which supports the practical work. 
Component 2 - students respond to a stimulus, provided by AQA, to produce work which provides 
evidence of their ability to work independently within specified time constraints, developing a personal 
and meaningful response which addresses all the assessment objectives and leads to a finished 
outcome or a series of related finished outcomes.  

Entry Requirements -  5 GCSEs at 4 or above, one of which should be in a Visual Arts Subject (Fine Art, 
3D Design, Graphic Communication, Photography) 
Contact – Mrs Bates 
Qualification - A-Level 

What could this qualification lead to?  Why study Graphic Communication?  
Are you creative and imaginative? Do you enjoy exploring ideas and looking at things in different 
ways?  If so, you should consider a course in graphic communication with AQA.  You will enjoy 
developing your understanding of the visual world, learning practical skills and responding to ideas 
and issues in ways that are personal to you.  Graphic communication will give you the skills to produce 
personal creative work and develop your understanding of graphic design.  You will develop your 
knowledge of materials and techniques, and the skills to communicate ideas and information visually. 
It will help you to develop an effective personal visual language and develop your understanding of 
historical and contemporary influences on design. Graphic communication opens the door to a large 
number of fascinating and rewarding specialisms and careers in industry, commerce and the media. 



 

29 

Content 
This course offers many opportunities for you to experience various aspects of the Health Care and 
Social Care sectors.  You will explore factors that can influence human growth, development and human 
health.  You will learn theories and models to explain and interpret behaviour through human lifespan 
development.   You will explore both unpredictable and predictable life events, recognising how they 
impact on individuals. 
 

The course also offers the opportunity to understand what it’s like to work in the health and social 
cadre sector, exploring the responsibilities that care staff have. Issues such as safeguarding individuals 
and preventing discrimination are partially pertinent.   The importance of accountability is explored 
with regards to regulatory bodies and how care staff are monitored to ensure professionalism.   
 

We shall also explore the values and principles of meeting care and support needs and will look at some 
of the ethical issues that arise when personalising care.  We shall examine factors that can impact the 
professionals who provide care and support, and the challenges that must be overcome to allow access 
to good quality care services.  Also, we shall draw upon the importance of multi-disciplinary working 
when providing a package of care and support that meets all needs of an individual.  The course will 
also address caring for a full range of individuals whom have additional care needs and support.  We 
shall look at individual’s uniqueness and wellbeing and discuss how to makes sure that individuals are 
treated equally, with respects and with high expectations. 

Health and Social Care (OCR Cambridge Technical) 

Subject Content 
Year 12  
Unit 2 –  Equality, Diversity and Rights in Health and Social Care Settings (exam) 
Unit 3 – Health Safety and Security in Health and Social Care settings (exam) 
Unit 4 – Anatomy and Physiology for Health and Social Care (exam) 
 

Year 13 
Unit 1 – Building positive relationships  in Health and Social Care (assignment) 
Unit 24 - Public Health (assignment)  
Unit 13 – Sexual health, reproduction and early development stages (assignment) 
Plus visits to care settings over the duration of the course 

Entry Requirements - 4 GCSE’s at 4 or above to include English, Maths and Science, a Level 2 in Health 
and Social Care would be advantageous but is not essential.  
Contact - Mrs G Browne 
Qualification - OCR Cambridge Technical Level 3 Extended Certificate in Health and Social Care 

What could this qualification lead to? 
• Many varied progression routes into FE and HE, examples:- 
• Nursing degree, Uniformed services, Social work degree, Teaching, Childcare, Psychology, Sociology, 

Biomedical Sciences 
• Helps increase employment opportunities within care sector 
• Excellent opportunities to develop a range of skills/techniques, personal skills and attributes 

essential for successful performance in working life, and will inform career or further education 
decisions. 
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About the Course 
Students follow the OCR A specification which is challenging but very interesting. If you have an interest 
in the past and an enquiring mind, history is the subject for you. 
 
Students are able to study significant events, individuals and issues from the 15th, 16th and 20th 
Centuries. 
 
Students will study: 
Churchill 1920·45: 
 His reactions to the problems of post war Britain 
 His reputation as a great wartime politician 
 His international diplomacy during the Second World War 
 
The Cold War in Europe 1945 to the 1990's: 
 Origins and development 
 The role of Germany 
 The Soviet Union's control of Eastern Europe 
 The end of the war 
 The collapse of the Soviet Union 
 
Nazi German and the Holocaust: 
 The nature of Nazi government, its impact on Germany and the extent of its racial aims and policies. 

this is an independent research essay and students will be doing a 4,000 word essay as a controlled 
assessment piece. They will be assessing the view that the Holocaust was a premeditated plan by 
Hitler. 

 
Rebellion and Disorder under the Tudors 1485·1603: 
 The nature and extent of rebellion and disorder in England and Ireland. 
 The study of specific revolts and rebellions including: Pilgrimage of Grace, Kett and Essex. 
 
Although this subject will require all units (both AS and A2) to be assessed at the end of Year 13, our 
intention is for students to take the stand-alone AS qualification at the end of Year 12. 

History (A-Level) 

Entry Requirements - 5 GCSE’S at grade 4 or above (including history)  
Contact - Mrs M Ridley 
Qualification - AS/A2 

What could this qualification lead to? 
Varied careers including law, tourism, town planning, politics, journalism, research, curating, teaching, 
archiving archaeology and heritage. 
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About the Course 
 
Mathematics at AS and A level requires students to study Pure Mathematics, Statistics and Mechanics. 
The AQA specification for this subject will be studied at both AS and A-Level. 
  
Students are required to extend their GCSE knowledge of algebra, trigonometry, sequences and 
coordinate geometry whilst acquiring new knowledge of differentiation and integration in the Pure 
Mathematics sections of the course.  
 
Mechanics and Statistics are studied at both levels.  In Mechanics, kinematics, applying forces, 
Newton’s Laws and moments are all mastered and applied to a variety of real life contexts.  The 
Statistics section of the course includes sampling, data presentation and interpretation, probability 
and statistical distributions whilst also analysing large data sets.  Students are required to use 
graphical calculators and be competent with spreadsheets.  The AS and A2 courses further develop 
their skills in problem solving and proof. 
 
Mathematics has always been a popular choice for students taking Science subjects.  However, skills in 
numeracy and problem solving, together with the ability to think clearly and logically, are important 
attributes for everyone and the skills acquired in a Mathematics course are transferable to a wide 
variety of subjects.  As a result, Mathematics is now considered equally suitable for Arts or Humanities 
students.   

Mathematics (A-Level) 

Entry Requirements - 5 GCSEs at Grade 4 or above, including Mathematics (a Grade 6 in Mathematics)  
Contact - Mrs M Williams 
Qualification - AS/A2 

What could this qualification lead to? 
Accountant, Journalist, Architect, Musician, Audio Software Engineer, Pilot, Charity Worker, Politician, 
Computer Games Designer, Programmer, Dentist, Researcher, Engineer, Solicitor, Insurer, Teacher, 
IT Manager, Weather Forecaster. 

Examination requirement 
AS 
Paper 1 – Pure Mathematics and Mechanics (1hr 30mins) 
Paper 2 – Pure Mathematics and Statistics (1hr 30mins) 
  
A2 
Paper 1 – Pure Mathematics (2 hours) 
Paper 2 – Pure Mathematics and Mechanics (2 hours) 
Paper 3 – Pure Mathematics and Statistics (2 hours) 
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About the Course 
This qualification offers an engaging programme to support learners who want to pursue a career in 
musical theatre.  This size of qualification allows learners to study related and complementary 
qualifications alongside it, without duplication of content.   
 
Units Covered:  

Investigating Practitioners’ work 
Developing skills and techniques for live performance 
Group performance workshop 
Musical Theatre techniques  

Performing Arts - Musical Theatre Pathway (BTEC)  

Entry Requirements - 5 GCSEs at 4 or above, including a related subject (Music, Drama, Dance) 
Contact - Mr R Knox  
Qualification - BTEC LVL3 National Extended Certificate in Performing Arts (Musical Theatre Pathway) 

What could this qualification lead to? 
It can prepare learners for a range of Apprenticeships in performance-related areas. When taken 
alongside further Level 3 qualifications, it supports access to a range of higher education courses in 
the performing arts sector. 
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About the Course 
Photography is about looking, learning, thinking and communicating ideas.  It inspires creative thinkers.  
Photography means ‘drawing with light’ and that is what photographers do when they take a picture.  
The most exciting aspect of photography is that you are capturing the world as you see it. 
  
During the two-year A-level course, students are introduced to a variety of new approaches and 
techniques within Photography, this is taught through a series of skills-based workshops.  Students 
take part in trips to galleries and museums, broadening their subject knowledge and understanding of 
the creative culture to which they belong.  Photography students are encouraged to submit work for 
local and international competitions and exhibitions.  Students will have the opportunity to study 
Portraiture, Landscape photography, Still-life photography, Documentary photography and 
Experimental imagery. 
 
At Astor we have two dark rooms where students will have the chance to experiment with a variety of 
photographic processes such as film photography, photograms, cyanotypes and double exposures.  
Students will be introduced to editing and the wide range of creative tools available using digital 
media.  A-level Photography has a Sixth Form studio space, in which students can work independently 
outside of timetabled lessons. 

Photography (A-Level) 

Entry Requirements - 5 GCSEs at 4 or above, one of which should be in a Visual Arts Subject (Fine Art, 
3D Design, Graphic Communication, Photography) 
Contact - Mrs Elliott  
Qualification - A-Level Photography 

What could this qualification lead to? 
You could go into advertising, architecture, arts and culture, craft, design, fashion, games, music, 
publishing, technology and TV and film. The number of available jobs in creative arts and it is predicted 
that the creative industries could be worth £128.4billion to the UK economy by 2025 and help to create 
up to one million jobs by 2030. 

Subject Content 
In the first year, students will produce a portfolio of work which will 
comprise of experimental workshop outcomes.  In their second year, 
students will develop work for a Personal Investigation of their choice 
inspired by an idea, issue, concept or theme supported by written material.  
This investigation will consist of research, artist studies, development work 
that demonstrates their ideas and skills and a range of final outcomes.   
 
Photography A-level builds on the skills, knowledge and understanding developed through study at 
GCSE.  At the end of the A-level course you will have the skills, knowledge and understanding needed 
for higher education. 
You will find out about a whole range of techniques and processes.  You will develop your creativity 
and independent thought, learn to express yourself visually and let your imagination flourish.  
Photography is a great companion to all other subjects as creativity, imagination and problem-solving 
skills can give you great ideas for your other subjects. 
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About the Course 
A-Level Physical Education allows students to play to their strengths and gain dynamic theoretical and 
practical skills for further education or work. It will give them a fantastic insight into the amazing world 
of sports performance.   Not only will they have the chance to perform or coach a sport, but they will 
also develop a wide-ranging knowledge into the how and why of physical activity and sport. 

Physical Education (A-Level) 

Subject Content 
The course consists of three components, two theory and one practical taught over two years as 
outlined below: 

The written papers consist of multiple choice, short and extended answers. 

Entry Requirements - 5 GCSEs at 4 or above  
Contact - Mr G Clubb 
Qualification - A-Level (AQA 7582)  

What could this qualification lead to? 
A-Level Physical Education is an excellent base for a university degree in sports science, 
sports management, healthcare, or exercise and health amongst others. 
 
It opens a range of career opportunities including sports development, sports coaching, 
physiotherapy, personal training or becoming one of the next generation of PE teachers. 
For more in depth information on the course go to the AQA website at aqa.org.uk 

Paper 1: Factors affecting 
participation in physical 

activity and sport 

  
Paper 2: Factors affecting 
optimal performance in 

physical activity and sport 

  

Non-exam assessment: 
Practical performance in 

physical activity and 
sport 

What's assessed 
• Applied anatomy and 

physiology  
• (35 Marks) 
• Skill acquisition  
• (35 Marks) 
• Sport and society (35 

Marks)   

  What's assessed 

• Exercise physiology and 
biomechanics (35 
Marks) 

• Sport psychology (35 
Marks) 

• Sport and society and 
technology in sport (35 
Marks)   

  What's assessed 

• Students assessed as a 
performer or coach in 
the full sided version of 
one activity (45 marks) 

Plus: 
• written/verbal analysis  

and evaluation of 
performance (45 
marks)  

How it's assessed 

• Written exam: 2 hours 
• Total: 105 marks 
• 35% of A-Level 

  How it's assessed 

• Written exam: 2 hours 
• Total: 105 marks 
• 35% of A-Level 

  How it's assessed 

• Internal assessment, 
external moderation 

• Total: 90 marks 
• 30% of A-Level 
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About the Course 
Physics is a practical subject with a high demand on mathematical ability.  Although it is fundamentally 
an experimental subject, you will be expected to recall , manipulate and 
apply complex mathematical formulae in both the theory and practical 
aspects of the course.  
 
The A-Level Physics specifications provide a stepping stone to future 
study.  It is hoped that the course will inspire you, nurture a passion for 
Physics and lay the groundwork for further study in science or 
engineering.  Those studying Further Mathematics A Level will find the 
synergy with Physics to be especially rewarding. 
 
Although this subject will require all units (both AS and A2) to be assessed 
at the end of Year 13, students can also take the stand alone AS 
qualification at the end of Year 12. 

Physics (A-Level) 

Subject Content 
AS and First Year 

1. Measurement and their Errors 
2. Particles and Radiation 
3. Waves 
4. Mechanics and Materials 
5. Electricity 

Second Year 
1. Further mechanics and thermal physics 
2. Fields and their consequences 
3. Nuclear Physics 
4. One of - Astrophysics, Medical Physics, Engineering Physics, Turning Points, Electronics 

 
There are three 2 hour exams at the end of Year 13 to assess your knowledge.  

Entry Requirements - 5 GCSEs (including Science and Maths) 
Contact - Mr D Mowat 
Qualification - AS/A2 

What could this qualification lead to? 
Physics will develop your ability to solve complex problems, visualise systems, predict outcomes and 
analyse data meaningfully, all of which are in great demand in the jobs market.  
 
Beyond engineering and research roles, those with A-Level Physics are sought after in industries such 
finance, medicine, consultancy, the armed forces, education, clinical science, design, programming/
computing and architecture. 
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About the Course 
Production Arts is a major part of the creative 
and cultural industries in the UK.  These 
industries are a major employer and 
contribute approximately £4 billion to the UK 
economy annually.  Production Arts is a 
growth sector that offers diverse employment 
opportunities in sub-sectors such as theatre, 
TV, online and film.  Potential employment 
areas include theatre special effects, puppetry, 
costume design, directing, set design, makeup 
and special effects, as well as in the support 
functions that bring these art forms to the 
fore, such as stage and arts management. 
 
BTEC Level 3 qualifications in Production Arts 
give learners the opportunity to make progress in the production arts sector whether their chosen 
route is employment, an apprenticeship or university. 

Production Arts (BTEC Level 3 National Certificate) 

Subject Content 
Students will join our in-house production crew, learning 'on the job' and will undertake several units of 
work that range from: 
 

Set Design and Construction, Stage Management, Lighting Design and Operation, Puppet 
Construction and Operation and Sound Engineering. 

Entry Requirements - 5 GCSE's (including English, Maths and Science) 
Contact - Mr G Axon / Mr R Knox 
Qualification - BTEC Level 3 National Certificate in Production Arts, worth 50% of an A-Level 

What could this qualification lead to? 
As a standalone qualification, the certifcate is equivalent to half an A-Level and is worth up to 20 UCAS 
points. 
  

Assistant Set Designer 
Makeup Artist  
Assistant Stage Manager  
Lighting Technician 
Costume Assistant  
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About the Course 
The Core Studies are 20 ground-breaking investigations, which have shaped modern Psychology.  The 
examination will require an in-depth knowledge of these studies, their methodology and terminology.  
The Psychological Investigations paper requires students to carry out four pieces of their own research, 
which they use in the examination and will include a field trip to the zoo. 
 
A-Level studies will also look at how Psychology is applied in the areas of Mental Health, Child 
Psychology and Criminal Psychology.  A-Level Psychology is an exciting course.  Psychology aims to help 
us understand human behaviour and sits happily in the areas of humanities 
and science.  You will study a wide range of topics: 
 Why do people commit crime? 
 What is the best way to revise? 
 Why are people nasty to each other? 
 Are all males macho and girls girly? 
 Do violent video games and films affect us? 
 What is madness? 
 How do we make friends and enemies? 
 
Due to Government changes to curriculum policy from September 2015, this subject will require all 
units (both AS and A2) to be assessed at the end of Year 13.  However, our intention is for students to 
take the stand alone AS qualification at the end of Year 12. 

Psychology (A-Level) 

Subject Content 
AS 
Unit 1 - Research materials - develop a knowledge and understanding of the process of planning, 
conducting, analysing and reporting psychological research.  (1 hour 30 minutes exam) 
Unit 2 - Psychological themes through Core Studies - exploring key pieces of classic and contemporary 
research from a wide range of areas In Psychology.  (1 hour 30 minutes exam) 
 
A2 
Unit 1 - Research methods (as above).  (2 hour exam) 
Unit 2 - (Psychological themes through Core Studies (as above).  (2 hour exam) 
Unit 3 - Applied Psychology - looking at how Psychology Is used in the areas of Mental Health, Child 
Psychology and Criminal Psychology.  (2 hour exam)  

Entry Requirements - 5 GCSEs at 4 or above.  A demonstration of relevant skills at GCSE. 
Contact - Mrs J Walton/Miss S Messenger 
Qualification - AS / A2 

What could this qualification lead to? 
An A-Level in Psychology will blend well with English Literature, Sociology, Science, PE, History and many 
more.  It allows you access to many careers and Higher Education courses.  You could become: an 
accountant or nurse; a social worker or football manager; a speech therapist or physiotherapist.  The 
world is your oyster. 
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About the Course 
Sociology is simply the study of people and society.  It looks at social groups and how they interact with 
each other and behave, as well as how 'forces' of society can influence and change people's behaviour.   
  
Some of the questions that Sociology asks are: Why are things like they are?  What makes us who we 
are?  What is identity?  What is a Family, and why do we have them?  How is the media so successful at 
shaping our behaviour and making us react to it in the way that we do?  Why do people commit crime?  
Why are young black males more likely to be stopped by the Police than young white males?  What is 
crime?  What is classed as a deviant act?  Why does prison not deter all people from reoffending?  Why 
do some countries still enforce capital punishment?  
  
These are only a few of the questions that we study. 
  
Sociology lessons are very focussed on class discussions, and the sharing of 
views and opinions, whilst linking these to relevant Sociological theories.  
Students will be expected to take part in debates, group work, prepare 
presentations and present to other class members, conduct individual 
research, prepare for lessons by completing individual learning tasks set, and 
to be able to use literacy and grammar appropriately.  Prospective students 
must be aware that this is a text heavy subject with regular essay writing.   
  
Although this subject will require all units (both AS and A2) to be assessed at the end of Year 13, it is our 
intention for students to take the stand alone AS qualification at the end of Year 12. 

Sociology (A-Level) 

Entry Requirements - 5 GCSEs at 4 or above.  A demonstration of relevant skills at GCSE 
Contact - Miss S Messenger 
Qualification - AS / A-Level 

What could this qualification lead to? 
Employment in social services, education, criminal justice, welfare services, government, counselling, 
charities and the voluntary sector, charity fundraiser, community development worker, counsellor, 
lecturer, housing officer, teacher, probation officer, social researcher, social worker and welfare rights 
adviser. 

Subject Content 
AS 1 Year course. 
Unit 1- Education with Methods in Context 
Unit 2 - Research Methods and Topics in Sociology: Families and Households 
All students will sit the AS-Level course exams at the end of the year. 
  
A-Level Full 2 year course: 
Unit 1- Education with Methods in Context 
Unit 2 - Research Methods and Topics in Sociology: Families and Households, Media 
Unit 3 - Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods 
All students will sit all Full A-Level course exams at the end of year two. 
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About the Course 
The VTCT Level 2 Certificate in Barbering is a vocational qualification that has been designed to develop 
a limited number of barbering skills to a high level of occupational ability and will prepare you to enter 
the men's hairdressing sector as a unisex hairdresser.  This qualification is suitable for learners aged 16 
years and over, entry onto this qualification can be via previous achievement of a Level 2 qualification 
in women's hairdressing and/or a successful skills test and interview. 
 
This qualification includes the units to prepare you to work effectively as a junior unisex hairdresser, 
including: client consultation for hair services, cutting men's hair, cutting facial hair and following 
health and safety in the salon.  
 
This qualification will develop your knowledge, understanding and skills to enable you to advise and 
consult with men on the type of hair cut and facial hair shaping the way they want, but just as 
importantly what is suitable for them. You will also learn how to work in a safe manner throughout the 
service protecting both yourself and your clients. 

Barbering (QCF) (VTCT Level 2 Certificate) 

Subject Content 
The Certificate consists of the following components: 
 Client consultation for hair services  
 Follow health and safety practice in the salon 
 Cut men's hair 
 Cut facial hair 

Entry Requirements - No minimum requirements 
Contact - Mrs C Prior  
Qualification - VTCT Level 2 Diploma 

What could this qualification lead to? 
This qualification will prepare you for employment as a junior unisex hairdresser.  On completion of 
this qualification you will widen your career opportunities from working as a hairdresser to be able to 
offer unisex services through a variety of contexts, including: 
 
 Working in a unisex hair salon 
 Working independently/self-employed/mobile/home-based settings 
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About the Course 
English Language retake students will have the opportunity to work on improving their reading, writing, 
analytical and organisational skills which are essential for the examination and the wider world. 
 
 The qualification will be 100% examination 

English Language (GCSE) 

Entry Requirements - All students wishing to pursue further education courses with us will have to 
retake English Language if they did not obtain a GCSE grade 4 or above in the summer examinations. 
They will not have to retake English Literature. 
Contact - Miss R Chapman 
Qualification - GCSE 

What could this qualification lead to? 
 
A grade 4-9 in a Mathematics GCSE is a requirement in many areas.  The ability to work 
confidently with Mathematics is also an essential life skill.  This course gives you a chance to 
improve your grade. 

About the Course 
All students are required to continue to study GCSE Mathematics unless they have achieved a minimum 
of grade 4.  Students will follow the AQA Specification and some may have the opportunity to re-sit the 
exam in November and the Summer.  Students may also have the opportunity to study for Level ½ 
Functional Skills qualifications too.  

Mathematics (GCSE) 

Entry Requirements - All students who did not attain a GCSE grade 4 or above will retake Mathematics. 
Contact - Mrs M Williams 
Qualification - GCSE 

What could this qualification lead to? 
 
A grade 4-9 in English Language GCSE is a requirement in many areas.  The ability to work confidently 
with English is also an essential life skill.  This course gives you a chance to improve your grade. 
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Preparing for Employment Programme 

About the Course 
This is new course which started in 2017.  It 
is for students who may not be ready to 
embark on a Level 3 course but want to 
gain some employment experience and 
continue to study for their maths and 
English GCSEs. 
 
This is a Level 2 course.  The students 
spend three days in school each week and 
two days out on work experience.  The 
days in school are mixed between maths 
and English resit lessons and employability 
lessons. In the employability programme, 
students work on getting prepared for the 
workplace, team building and the Extended 
Project.  

 
The levels are as follows: 
 
Level 2 Employability Skills 
GCSE/Functional Skills – Maths 
GCSE/Functional Skills – English 
Level 2 Extended Project. 
Two days work experience. 
 
At the end of this course students could progress onto 
either a Level 3 course or an apprenticeship. 
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About the Course 
The VTCT Level 2 Diploma in Women's Hairdressing (QCF) is a substantial vocational qualification for 
learners seeking a career as an employed and/or self-employed hairdresser/stylist.  This qualification is 
based on the hairdressing National Occupational Standards (NOS) and is recognised by the UK's leading 
professional body (The Hairdressing Council) as being fit for purpose for preparing learners for a career 
as a junior hairdresser/stylist. 
 
This qualification has been specifically designed for the 16-19 age group, and will develop the 
knowledge, understanding and skills to prepare learners for employment as a junior hairdresser/stylist.  
Learners will have their hairdressing skills assessed in a real or realistic working environment. 
 
This qualification includes all the required elements to work effectively as a junior hairdresser/stylist 
including: health and safety; client consultation; shampoo and conditioning hair; the research unit - 
working in the hair industry; cut women’s hair; colour and lighten hair and the art of dressing hair.   

Women's Hairdressing (QCF) (VTCT Level 2 Diploma) 

Subject Content 
 Client consultation for hair services  
 Follow health and safety practice in the salon  
 Working in the hair industry  
 Cut women's hair  
 Colour and lighten hair  
 Shampoo and condition the hair and scalp 
 Promote products and services to clients in a salon 
 The art of colouring hair 
 Create an image based on a theme within the hair and 

beauty sector  

Entry Requirements - No minimum requirements 
Contact - Mrs C Prior  
Qualification - VTCT Level 2 Diploma 

What could this qualification lead to? 
Learners who complete this qualification are eligible to become a graduate State Registered 
Hairdresser (SRH) with The Hairdressing Council. 
 
Career opportunities as a junior hairdresser/stylist exist in a variety of contexts, including: 

Commercial hair salons Specialist African type hair salons 

Independent/self-employed/mobile/home-based 
settings 

Product manufacturing and training 

Television, film, theatre and media Armed services 

HM prison service Cruise liners 
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Name     email  

Mr G Axon     george.axon@astorschool.com 

Mrs J Bates     june.bates@astorschool.com 

Mrs C Blackman    clare.blackman@astorschool.com 

Mrs G Browne    gemma.browne@astorschool.com 

Mrs V Chamberlain   victoria.chamberlain@astorschool.com 

Miss R Chapman    rachael.chapman@astorschool.com 

Mr G Clubb     gary.clubb@astorschool.com 

Mr D Clue     derek.clue@astorschool.com 

Miss G Day     grace.day@astorschool.com 

Mrs K Elliott    kirsty.elliott@astorschool.com 

Mrs S Falconbridge   sha.falconbridge@astorschool.com 

Mr A Farmer    alex.farmer@astorschool.com 

Mrs A Fenwick    anna.fenwick@astorschool.com 

Mr L Kane     lee.kane@astorschool.com 

Mr R Knox     richard.knox@astorschool.com 

Mrs R Krauspe    ros.krauspe@astorschool.com 

Mrs S Lodder    stacey.lodder@astorschool.com 

Miss S Messenger   sally.messenger@astorschool.com 

Mrs C Prior     cathrine.prior@astorschool.com 

Mrs M Ridley    margaret.ridley@astorschool.com 

Dr C Stubbs    clare.stubbs@astorschool.com 

Mrs J Walton    jacqueline.walton@astorschool.com 

Dr J Wilkinson    joe.wilkinson@astorschool.com 

Mrs M Williams    melanie.williams@astorschool.com 

 

General Enquiries   admin@astorschool.com 

Telephone     01304 201 151 

School Website    www.astorschool.com 

Application Website   www.kentprospectus.co.uk 

Contacts 

Designed and produced by Astor Secondary School MRO 
Photographs by Astor staff 
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Our Sixth Form offers a supportive environment where 
students are able to build upon the qualifications they 
have gained at the end of Year 11.  Our aim is to ensure 
that students have the qualifications, aptitude and 
resilience to be successful in adult life and to obtain their 
personal goals. 
  
Astor Sixth Form welcomes students from other schools 
and overseas students.  Sixth Form courses can run for 
one, two or three years.  We offer a wide range of 
academic, arts-based and vocational courses. 
 
We offer a clear programme of support to ensure that 
students who choose to apply for a place at University 
have the opportunity to continue their education.  This 
includes help with UCAS application and University visits.  
Students are highly successful in obtaining places at their 
chosen University. 
 
Our commitment to student wellbeing is reinforced by our 
dedicated pastoral team. Sixth Form students have their 
own common room, computer suite, study room and 
specialist classroom areas. 

Astor Secondary School 
Astor Avenue 

Dover 
Kent CT17 0AS 

www.astorschool.com 

Astor Secondary School is part of Samphire Star Education Trust, a charitable company limited by guarantee and registered in 

England and Wales with company number 08039629.  The registered Central Trust Office is at Astor Avenue, Dover, CT17 0AS 


